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Former
Budget
Director
predicts
cuts

Moody believes further
cuts are coming for
higher education

BY NicHoLE RICHARDSON
Staff Writer

James Moody, the former
commissioner of administration and
budget director for the State of
Missouri, gave a budget forecast to
the Board of Curators July 19 in
Columbia, Missouri. Moody is
widely acknowledged as one of the
most prominent governmental
consultants in Missouri. He believes
that Missouri’s budget shortfalls are
the consequences of an “imbalance
between revenue and expenses.”

In a recent interview Moody said,
the $19 billion state cannot simply be
rearranged to compensate for
shortfalls and that most of Missouri’s
budget is restricted for specific
things.

“Twenty-five percent has to go to
Elementary and A= Secondary
education,” Moody said.

The rest of the restrictions come
from what Moody refers to as the
“four-headed monster”: Medicaid,
public debt. food and utilities for
prisoners and school systems.

“These are areas (reated as
entitlernents,” Moody said.

He believes that many of the
structural problems have so far been
“masked” by using one-time funds
that can not be sustained to cover
ongoing operating requirements.

*“That problem is coming home to
roost,” Moody said.

There had only been about $179
million in fiscal growth in the last
four years, which is virtually
stagnant. The debate over whether
the shortfalls are from too much
spending or not enough revenue is
misleading. Moody says that it’s from
both, and that Missouri will
eventually have to address its budget
structure.

“This whole thing is a long-term
proposition,” Moody said. “My view
is the discussion we're having right
now, you're going to be having two
years from now.™

In the past, the state’s Hancock
Amendment has limited revenue.
The tax limit demands that revenues
in excess of the growth rate of
personal income be refunded to tax-
pavers. Starting in 2000, revenue
dropped well below the Hancock
limitation. Moody says currently
Missouri is about one billion dollars
under the limit.

According to Moody, the only
possible good news involving state
revenue would be a limited payment
stream from the state tobacco
settlement and the possibility of a
$.55 tobacco increase, which will be
on the November ballot. He believes
that a special tax intended for higher
education would never pass.

“Voters don’t think we are in
trouble,” Moody said.

A session for students discussing
issues such as the $.55 tobacco
increase will be held on campus at
noon on Wednesday, Oct. 16 in the
SGA Chanber on the 3rd floor on the
Millennium Student Center.
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BY JASON GRANGER
News Editor

UM-St. Louis student Jakob Parks
was injured Tuesday after being struck
by a car at the intersection of Arlmont
and Natural Bridge, the main entrance
to the campus. Parks was taken to St,
Mary’s Hospital where he was treated
for severe facial lacerations, dental
problems and possible internal
bleeding.

Parks was crossing the street on his
way to UM-St. Louis North Campus
when the accident occurred.

“We've had accidents involving
students at that intersection before,”
Sgt. Bruce Gardiner of the UM-St
Louis campus police department said.
“But I can’t recall any pedestrians ever
getting struck by a vehicle, and I have
been here for seven years.”

Gardiner also said the accident was
not a hit and run.

*The woman who hit Mr. Parks did
not leave the scene,” Gardiner said.
“She wanted to make sure he was going
to receive treatment.”

Parks was taken to St. Mary's
hospital where he was treated for his
injuries. He was released Thursday after
his doctors were sure there was no
danger of internal bleeding.

*His mother said he has some facial

(49

We’ve had accidents
involving students at
that intersection
before...(but not) any
pedestrians getting
struck by a vehicle.

-Sgt. Bruce Gardiner
3

lacerations and ucuuu problems. but
aside from that, he should be all right,”
Gardiner said.

According to Bob Samples, Director
of University Communications, Parks
did not obey the traffic signals when he
was Crossing.

“We aren’t quite sure whether that
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Student struck at entrance
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Jakob Parks was struck by a vehicle at the intersection of Natural Arimont is the main entrance to the campus. In previous years,
Bridge Road and Arimont Road Tuesday. The Intersection is used
by many of UM-St. Louis’ students who live on campus and must
cross the intersection in order to get to class. Natural Bridge and

means he was ‘j-walking,"” Samples
said. “He was released today
(Thursday) from St. Mary’s hospital
after being treated for his injuries.”

Samples went on to say that Parks
may have ignored the crossing signals,
but no one knows for sure.

Bel-Nor’s police department was
not called in to investigate or treat

Parks, according to Sgt. Gardiner.

**The Missouri State Highway Patrol
was called in to handle the situation.”
Gardiner said. “Ordinarily the
municipality that the accident occurs in
handles the situation. I don’t know
why the Missouri State Patrol was
called in.”

In the past. there have been

Black leaders encourage
minority voting activism

BY DANIELLE CABELL

Staff Writer

“If you don’t vote, then you don’t exist; and if you don’t
exist, then you're not going to get the services that you
need,” local attorney Jerryl Christmas told an assembly of
St. Louisians gathered October 8, in support of Election
Protection—a national series of debates that stopped at UM-
St. Louis Tuesday night. The town hall meeting brought
together local and national activists and journalists for an
evening of discussion on how to get more African-

Americans involved in the political
process.

Pastor B.T. Rice of the New
Horizon Seventh Day Christian
Church began the night by telling the
audience that there was no meeting
more important or significant than the
one they were attending.

The event’s moderator George
Curry. editor-in-chief of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association
(NNPA), asked, “Why should black
people vote?” Panelists agreed that the
November 2000 presidential election,
an election that had 68 percent of
African-Americans feeling cheated,
according to a 2001 Gallop poll,
answered that question. Panelist then
went on to express their personal
beliefs on why African-Americans
should be voting. :

James Buford, CEO and President

of Urban League Metropolitan St. Louis, who writes a
column in The American once a month, read a passage
from one of his articles on the importance of the black

vote.

Buford said, “We, as African-Americans, cannot afford
to allow our civil liberties. such as the right to vote, to be
taken away or taken for granted. Our ancestors died for the
right that half of us don't even exercise ..

muscle: if we don’t use it, the muscle goes away and turns

into flab. If we don’t vote and exercise our right, we don’t
empower ourselves. It's not a guaranteed right as we are

people.”

(19
George Curry
interjected with a
comment on the of
empty seats at the
meeting....It
wasn’t just about
African-Americans
registering, it was
about showing up.

33

seeing right now. We must vote to empower ourselves as a

As the panelists followed up on Buford’s sentiments,
moderator Curry interjected with a comment on the
number of empty seats at the meeting. He proceeded to tell
the audience that it wasn't just about African-Americans
being registered, it was about them showing up. Panelists
then began offering ideas on how to get African-

Americans to show up on the day of
the elections: giving away items,
having guest appearances at polls,
putting polls in more locations, and
extending voting days were ways
suggested to get more African-
Americans to show up at the polls. The
suggestions were met by criticisms as
panelists shot down each other’s ideas.

Christmas rejected the idea of
giving things away at the polls to lure
people to vote. He said that voting is a
duty, and Americans should just get up
and do it.

“It’s vital for black people to vote
because these are games that can be
won.” said Alvin A. Reid, city editor of
The American. *“If black people would
just bother to vote in the city of St.
Louis most of all of the elected offices
in the city of St. Louis would probably
be held by black people because the

city is 54 percent black. It’s just a matter of showing up.”
One voter and panelist, KFUN Q95.5 mid-day radio
personality Mo-Shay said she didn't take advantage of her

voting rights until the birth of her daughter, so she can

. having the

freedom and liberty to vote is a precious and powerful
thing, We assume we have the right to vote, but it's like a

relate to voter apathy. Mo-Shay, 28, was asked what could
have been done to get her to vote at an earlier age. She said
that voting should have something shocking to obtain
young adults interest.

s¢e MINORITY VOTING, page 9
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there has been talk of trying to make the intersection safer by
adding either a tunnel of bridge to aid students in safely crossing

the street.

concemns raised about the safety of the
intersection where Parks was hit.

“In the past, there has been talk of
a tunnel versus a walkway,” Gardiner
said. “Part of UM-St. Louis’ master
plan is to make changes to East
Entrance Drive to make it a safer
crossing area for students.”

Students use the intersection of

Arlmont Drive and Natural Bridge
Road to cross from the Normandy,
Bellerive, Seton, Le Gras, Villa, Villa
North and Provincial House student
housing complexes.

Approximately 350 students reside
in the campus residence halls, and they
have to make use of the intersection
daily.

New professor
brings fresh ideas

BY BEcKky ROSNER
Staff Writer

Cecil Abrahams recently moved
from his home in South Africa to
reside in the United States. Abrahams
worked at the University of Western
Cape. in South Africa from 1995 to

Mutsumi lgarashi/ The Current

Professor Cecil Abrahams
transfered from South Africa.

2001 as rector and vice-chancellor. He
was named Distinguished Professor of
Higher Education and International
Studies at the College of Education at
the University of Missouri- St. Louis
for his outstanding teaching skills and
international perspectives.

UM- St. Louis signed an
agreement in 1985 with the University
of Western Cape in South Africa to
exchange professors and students.
Professors usually spend about 8
months in the country. “In 17 years,
the campuses have exchanged over
400 professors and a large number of

students,” Abrahams said. It is a very
strong part of both of the universities.”

Abrahams was bom and raised
under apartheid rule. The apartheid
was a time in South Africa of major
segregation. As a way to cement their
control of the economic and social
system, the National Party invented
apartheid. .

A Population Registration Act was
passed in 1950 that classified all South.
Africans into three categories: colored
of mixed descent, African and white.
These racial issues were not dealt with
lightly. “Tt was terrible,” Abrahams
said. ““You were restricted from your
personal aspirations.” '

In addition to teaching, Abrahams
has also published literature. He is
currently working on a book that looks
at the condition of people leaving their
homeland, the advantages and
disadvantages and the whole
perspective of exile. “The book will be
both autobiographical and include
reactions and developments to moving
places,” Abrahams said. “It’s coming
along slowly.”

In 2001, Cecil moved to the United
States. He began teaching at UM- S,
Louis in September of 2001 and is
affiliated with the College of
Education. Abrahams said that he had
an active relationship with Missouri
while in South Africa, which helped in
adapting to St. Louis.

Teaching courses on financial
issues and changes in education,
Abrahams is always looking to
compare his experiences in the United
States to those in South Africa,
Abrahams said that he has enjoyed.
both of the countries, but they are very
different. His experiences have heIped_I
students to learn more about different
cultures. ¢
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My big fat Greek f

steiff editor

Clinical psychologist, Aphrodite
Matsakis said that her father had one
important rule for her and her broth-
er while they grew up in St. Louis.

“He had a no English rule,”
Matsakis said. “We were told not to
speak any English.”

“When | grew older my brother
and I had a hard time sticking to the
no English rule,” she said.

Matsakis  shared experiences
from her childhood and how they
affected her life and career in clinical
psychology in a lecture and reading
from her book “Growing up Greek
in St. Louis” in the Millennium
Center on Seplember 14,

Matsakis originally began the
book by gathering stories and anec-
dotes into a small book. which then
grew to 400 pages.

“None of the editors wanted a
story that long,” Matsakis said.
“Eventually, T found Arcadia
Publishing und they enjoy books on
personal  histories, . particularly on
cthnic groups. so they got iL.”
Matsakis was then (old o trim the
book trom 400 to 128 pages and (o
add photos.

Matsakis wrote her book so that
her children could learn abour and
explore their roots. “When our
ancestors were vounger they were

Mike Sheriwn/ Thc Cinronr

Aprodite Matsakis, author of “Growing Up Greek in 81, Louis” speaks Saturday at the MSC Saturday
evening. Her appearance was sponsored by the Center for International Studies. “The social work-
ers told me that | should hide all Greek books and stuff under the bed, but [ couldn’t,” Matsakis

said. “I couldn't hide my grandmother under the bed.”

toild to act American, to be
American,” she said. “When they
grew older their children and grand-
children tried to fit in and rejected a
lot of their ethnicity.”

“Now people are scen exploring
their roots.” Matsakis said. “People
want to cling to something besides
the television.”

Matsakis also wrote the book to

4

explore a more personal view of his-

Mike Sheriwn/ b Crrmen

tory, particularly from a woman's
point of view, “You hear people say
‘you have history, but where are the
women?'” she suid. “From personal
history you leam about the way peo-
ple lived and how they interacted.”

Malsakis acquired a respect for
community. because of the closeness
of her neighborhood. “My parents
knew of many single Greek men
who could babysit for us,” she said.
“We knew somebody, who knew
somebody, who knew somebody.”

“We knew there was a dark side
of the neighborhood, like gossip,”
Matsakis said. “Bul even gossip
shows you care. There was a lot of
caring. when people looked out for
onc another.”

Matsakis’s parents m!ecd her on
Greek myths, a trait that she later
nsed. in ‘her experiences with
Viewam veterans and survivors of
other traumatic experiences, such as
the Oklahoma City Bombing. I had
some Vietnam veterans who had
trouble revealing their emotions,
they were afraid to cry,” she said. =1
told them the story of Achilles and
how he cried so much that the
Greeks honored him.

Dr. Michael Cosmopoulos, professor of anthropology, introduces
author Aprodite Matsakis Saturday evening at the Millenium

Center. Cosmopoulos has been the Hellenic Government-Karakas

Foundation Professor of Greek Studies and Professor of

Archaeology at UM-St. Louis since August, 2001.

Manning the switchboard

Operators lend an ear to students

I's 8 am. and
~-your car is broken
down somewhere
. between O’Fallon
and the University. Your first class starts in thirty minutes
and it is test day. Your only hope is o get in touch with
your professor and tell her that you are going to miss the
test. A pleasant voice rings out over the other end of the
eell phone. “Good moming. University of Missouri-Suint
Louis.”

When you call thé University of Missouri-St. Louis,
you may speak to one of the telephone operators. These
are the voices that answer the phone when someone calls
the University. They may represent to the public the first

BY Mican Issitr
stall wriier

contact with the
University and
therefore that
important first

impressitn, in addi-
tion to assisting stu-
dents.

Today, the voice
on the other end of the line is Operator 1. Don’t ask her to
tell you her real name: she won't In fact, she can’t. None
of the University’s telephone operators will tell you their
names, or where they are located in the University. If you
ask, they will politely tell you. “I am Operator 1 (or anoth-
er number}), how can | help you”

This covert code of operations with pseudonyms and

* some mysterious hidden office may seem like something
out of *“Mission Impossible,” but Operutor 1 assures me
that the security measures are absolutely necessary. “We
get all kinds of calls here, and some people are very dis-
turbed for a number of reasons,” she said. The anonymity
helps the operators maintain a professional relationship
with the callers and keeps them safc from pe
like “killing the messenger.” or in this case, the operator.

Operator 1 has a lovely speaking veice. She is com-
forting ‘and friendly and gives an air of capability that
makes vou feel like you are in good hands. She wouldn’t
say exactly how long she has been working at UM-St.
Louis but said it was “over five years.”

Operutor | has been a receptionist for many years and
was uctually hired by the University in part because of her
ability Lo give good dircctions.

“We have people coming from all directions and from
quite far away.” she sald. The operators have (o be famil-
iar with all sorts of directions both on and off the campus.

‘Unive‘rsity of Missouri—St. Iquis.
How can I help you?

le who feel

The receptionists” job is quite a bit more complicated
than it might seem. The University receives, as Operator
| says. “hundreds and hundreds and hundreds™ of calls
every day. Evervone who calls needs something. They
need help. and they need information, and it is the recep-
tionists™ job to decide how to give it out.

“Each call is vitally important,” Operator | asserts
with obvious pride, “and the reasons can vary. We get all
kinds of calls.” The list of questions goes on forever,
everything from “When is spring hreak?” 10 “When do 1
graduate””

Sometimes the calls are not so casy 1o handle. People
call about a distressful situation. a death in the family, or
a divorce. or simply car trouble. At these times, the oper-
ators have to deci-
pher the call and fig-
ure out how they can
help. As Operator |
says, “People can
become very dis-
trypught, and you just
have to listen very
carclully. You are always looking for a word, a cluc as
where to ransfer them. You are always helping someone,
no matter what. and you never know what kind of call you
are going to regeive.” Operator 1 said.

Because the University has so many studenis with
such individual needs, including evening students. com-
muters, foreign students and students with disabilities,
knowing how to help can be difficult.

“1t can be very challenging figuring out how to help
everyone, but it is wonderful to work with all of these stu-
dents knowing what they go through. T appreciate them.
Every person is important.” said Operator 1.

You may never see any of the Universily’s Operators
and you may never know their names. but at some point
you will need their help and they will be there. Despite the
fact that very few people would ever recognize her if they
saw her. Operator 1 seems to feel quite at home here at the
University. )

“We have so many students from all over the world,
i's almost like we have our own little continent,” she said.

The UM-St. Louis “continent” may be made up of dis-
parute people, each following & personal path, but we do
have a enified voice. Sequestered and hidden somewhere
within the labyrinth of buildings and bodics, two voices
scem (0 answer from nowhere: “University of
Missouri-St. Louis. How can [ help you?”

“Achilles was the Rambo of his
day and wasn’t afraid to show emo-
tions,” Maisakis said.

When Matsakis first began to tell
myths in her therapy. she was met

estival

with derision. “In a speech six or

seveln vears ago at a Vietnam veter-

ans memorial [ told the story of

Aurora and the dew,” she said. “The
next speaker said *Very nic. Now,
hear u real speech.™ '

“Now, mythology is used regular-
ly in therapy.,” Matsakis said.
“Books have ¢ven been written on
the subject.™

Matsakis said that she learned

commitment [rom her family. “We
learned commitment from family.
from community, something higher
than yourself,” she said.

“We also learned not to com-
plain,” Matsakis said. “If we com-
pluined, we heard about the stories
from our parents und grundparents
ahout the hurdships they endured.”

“My grundma was a survivor of

the Holocaust, and another was in
the fascist occupation in Greece, and
they were sad but did not complain;”
Matsakis said.

Matsakis's Greek heritage was so
important to her that she said that she
could not hide it even when she was
told . *When 1 was going through
my divorce, there was 4 criticism at
the courts and they didn't understand
Greek Orthodox,™ she said, “So they
thought it was some weird religion.

“The social workers told me that T
should hide all Greek books and
stull under the bed. but I couldn’(,”
Matsakis said. “I couldn’t hide my
grandmother under the bed.”

Mike Sheriwn/ [w (Surrén

Matsakis speaks about adults finding and learning about their
ancestory. “People want to cling to something hesides the televi-

sion,” she says.

Mike Shertwn/ 7y ¢ rmn‘.m
Lydia Kitane, University of Missouri-St. Louis student, makes use
of one of the telephones around campus. Students can dial a
campus extension directly, or call the university operators for
assistance from these telephones.
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' Patriotism
rules for
Delta Chi’s

BY KiMBERLY SILVER
. Slaf] writer

September 11, 2001, is a day th
no American will ever forget. O
this day the world watched as
nation bruced itself against terroris
artucks.
The Delta Chi fraternity brothen
will distribute red, white and blu
tibbons to all student organization:
that wish 1o participale in th
fuindmiser. The patriotic ribboms
will be sold to students for 50 cent:
each by carppus organizations,
The proceeds of the fundraise
will go directly to the 9/1
Foundation.
The foundation will use th
money raised to support the spous
es, children and family member:
left hehind by the firefighters ai
cmergency medical persormel wh
perished in the World Trade Cente
tragedy.
Delia Chi President Jocl Fiel
said. "“We want to make peopl
aware’ of terrorism and pron
unity among UM-St. Louis stu
denits.”
The frutemity is urging all stu
dent organizations on campus [«
participate in the campuign,
At the end of fall semiester
the brothers of Delta Chi will host
ceremony that will recognize eve
organization (hat participates in
campaign. The. organization tha
raises the most money for Coins fi
the Country will receive an award.
Questions about Coins
Country can be directed t
DeltaChiUUMSL@yahoo.com.
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The Current
388 Millennium Student Center
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(314) 516-6811
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Letters to the editor should be
brief, and those not exceeding
200 words will be given prefer-
ence. We edit letters for clarity,
length and grammar. All letters.
must be signed and include a
daytime phone number.
Students must include their
student ID number.
Faculty and staff must include
their title(s) and department(s).

_
~ Crossing the
(Natural) Bridge

Recently, UM-St. Louis student
Jakob Parks was struck by a car
crossing at the intersection of
Arlmont and Natural Bridge. While
it is believed to be his fault for not
obeying crossing signals, this does
raise the question of safety. Why are
the students subjected to the danger
of crossing at this intersection in the
first place?

There are multiple choices for
UM-S8t. Louis and its administration
to prevent this from occurring again.
The first thing they need to concern
themselves with is finding some way
to ensure the safety of the students.
Students who are coming to campus
from the housing complexes and
Honors College are forced to cross at
the main entrance daily. If the cam-
pus would begin construction on a
safe passage system. students would
no longer face the danger of getting
struck by cars.

A bridge would do well to reduce
the danger that students face. If UM-
St. Louis would ante up for a walk-
way for students. then the situation
could rectify itself. A tunnel is anoth-
er option that administrators could
look into; although the idea of the
bridge is probably the safer. and
on the whole, more afford-
able solution. After all.
excavating a tunnel is a
costly procedure.
On top of that.
does the cam-
pus really
want to
give

some
would-be
criminal a
place to hide?
Safety is the issue
here. At a college,
the students are the pri-
mary source of income, so
shouldn’t the campus be con-
cerned with their safety?

October 14, 2002

taken. Why not? Was the school
waiting for someone to get hurt or
possibly killed before they took
action? This is a dangerous policy to
engage in. A student had to be taken
to the hospital because a car invaded
his personal space and struck him at
a high rate of speed, all because the
school has not looked out for its stu-
dents best interests.

If this issue has been raised in the
past. why did the campus not take
action? Was the campus pinching
pennies? If that is the case, then some |
serious questions need to be asked of
the upper echelon of UM-St. Louis.
If the question was raised and
ignored, then Parks’ injuries are on
their hands.

Now, students need to take action.
They need to let campus administra-
tors know that this situation is unac-
ceptable. If they let the administra-
tion know that they will not allow
another student to get hit by a car,
then the campus will forced to take
action. Students can make their voic-
es heard if they yell loud enough.
Protesting is a good way to make an
opinion heard: students need to make
this issue a priority.

Granted, Parks should have
obeyed the traffic signals.
Whether he was j-walk-
ing or just crossing
when he did not
have the signal,
his injuries
are is his
fault.

However,
Parks should
never have been
given the chance. If
UM-St. Louis had
taken the initative and
constructed some type of
safe passage system as students
have

been

LSTUDENT XING]

What is really at issue here is |

why was Parks even allowed to

get hit by a car? The campus should
have foreseen this problem long ago.
According to Sgl. Bruce Gardiner,
the campus has discussed the idea of
some type of protective walkway in
the past, but no action was ever

€ KexD pz request-

ing for sev-
eral years, then Parks could have
avoided his injuries. Now the school
needs to ensure this never happens
again by giving the students safe pas-
sage to and from South campus to
North Campus.

How do you feel about the  Serial Sniper

topics we've written about?

You can make your voice
heard in a variety of ways!

¢ Crossing Natural Bridge
¢ Uncomfortable classrooms

e Submit a Letter to the Editor

e Write a Guest Commentary

¢ Visit the Online Forums at
TheCurrentOnline.com

Rosemary Smith Matt Bachhuber
Senior Junior
Psychology Psychology

No way. Oh, God no.

(43 43
' Saddam has violated the truce
of the Persian Gulf war. He

hasn’t left us with any other
options.

» »

It’s getting

hot in here

Of everything in the classroom that

| tempts me to pay attention to some-
. thing (anything besides my profes-
. sors), one distraction affects me most:

| everyone in my class-

. going through female

| outside as it has been
i lately, why are the
| heaters pumping out
| full blast? Shouldn’t we be using the
| air conditioners or, at the very least,
| nothing?
| University money, and therefore stu-
| dent money, on making professors and
| students uncomfortable? Personally, |
| can think of a number of better ways
| to “waste” money than that.-If we are

temperature. If I’'m not comfortable, I
don’t learn or pay attention. It's as
simple as that.

Lately this has
been an issue in all of
my classes. Either

es is having collective
hot flashes, or the
rooms have just been
too warm lately. Since
I don’t think I'm

menopause, I'm going
to go with the latter.
When it's as warm

STaANFORD GRIFFITH

being adjusted during this time when I
can’t even guess what to wear to enjoy
or fight against the prevailing weath-
er?

Last year I posed these'questions to
the powers who control the weather
inside UM-St. Louis’ buildings. The
response was that a
date is arbitrarily set
for the switch over:
and once the heater
is tumed on, it can-
not be tumed off.
While I can under-
stand the arbitrary
dates of certain
things in life (lax
day by the IRS and
National Grapefruit
Week by whoever
sets those dates),

Why are we wasting

going to waste money, shouldn’t it at
least be on something enjoyable
instead of simply baking us?

The reasons for the uncomfortable
temperature are clear: The air condi-

| tioning has been tumed off for the

year, and the heaters have been

| cranked up. What is not so clear is
| why the changes have occurred during

this transitional weather period.
Exactly why are the climate controls

Crimes committed with or with-
out a motive are mind-boggling to

murder with absolutely no reasoning
is, however, horrifying. The recent

| sniper serial killer in Virginia, D.C.

and Maryland has had me glued to

| the television news reports in the

hopes of some more breaking news.
Not breaking news that another inno-
cent person's life was taken. but that
they have found and caught this bas-
tard. (Really, I could-
n't think of a better
word to express my
feelings about this
person.) From the
looks of it, though, it
may be a long and
tedious search for this

Editor-in-Chief

the average citizens; cold-blooded

when weather is
involved, isn't it a
better idea to just stick your hand out
the window than to drop a stone on a
calendar?

Professors don’t want to teach and
the students don’t want to learn when
the classroom is so hot. Actually, it's
really not a case of “want” but a case
of “can’t.” The human body just does
not function well when it becomes
overheated. We get drowsy and
droopy. Our eyelids drop as we start to
doze. As a result, everyone suffers.
Somehow I don’t think my parents
want their money to go for my drifting
off instead of my learmning.

On the upside to this arbitrary cli-
mate change. everyone in my Spanish
class can now say perfectly, “;Tengo
calor”

Sniper deserves
death penalty

sentenced to death. I would think that
even those who have never supported
the death penalty in the past would
change their minds for this person.

I have always believed that people
do not have the right to "play God"
by taking someone else's life. But, in
my mind. this rule only applies to the
criminals., I believe that griminals
should get what they deserve. When
people take others” lives for no pur-
pose, they deserve to die.

This lunatic  is
unlike any other serial
killer known. This is
not a traditional hate
crime, where a certain
group of people is
being knocked off.
Those that this person

serial killer. ; has chosen as targets,

The other night I are totally random.
caught  part  of Detectives  cannot
"Hannity & Colmes," ANNE BAUER find any relation

a news show on the
Fox News Channel,
where a former D.C.
Detective was being interviewed.
The detective, Ted Williams, said
that, simply put, something must
have made this person mad. As an
example, he said that this serial killer
could have recently lost his job or
had some other kind of traumatic
experience. Lost his job! Is that what

killing spree nowadays?

Later on in the show, before end-
ing a conversation with a congress-
woman, Colmes asked if she
believed in the death penalty, and
whether or not she felt this criminal,

agreed that he should, which I was
not surprised by. What caught my
attention was that the question was
even asked. I don't see how anyone

J am for attacking them - before

can disagree with this person being

Irma Jones
Campus Receptionist

1

they attack us.

»

Managing Editor

little it takes to send people on a’

when caught, should receive it. She.

between the victims;
they have just beeh
killed as entertain-
ment for this sniper.

In the last few years it seems there
has been more kidnappings, murders
and crimes where the circumstances
surrounding the situation are more
sick and twisted than ever. Just
recently, here across the street, a man
shot his wife and had a friend shoot
him twice, once in the arm and anoth-
er time in the leg, in order to make it
look like a robbery.

These people are making it diffi-
cult for other people to feel safe just
leaving their home. No longer do you
only have to be scared because you
have made enemies; just a simple
routine as filling up your car could
cost you your life. We can't live in

-fear, or in a bubble, or our basement.

In the end justice will be served. I
hope this guy fries.

John Hénslay
Junior
Business

[13

»

I was in the Persain Guif 10
years ago, but now I'm indif-
ferent. It's really about profits.

»
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UMSL places seventh in GLVC = f

Eﬂ-% loalg

“Yennis

BY WiLL MeLTON
Staff Writer

It’s been an up and down season
for the women’s tennis team at UM-
St. Louis. The Riverwomen went
into the Great Lakes Valley
Conference tournament and held on
Oct. 11 and 12, at the Dwight Davis
Tennis Center in Forest Park with a
6-7 record for the season. With a 5-
0 victory over St. Joseph’s on Oct.
12, the Riverwomen finished the
season at 7-9 and in seventh place in
the GLVC.

The Riverwomen suffered losses
in both of their matches on Oct. 11.
They were defeated 5-0 by number-
two-ranked Southern Indiana and 5-
2 by sixth-ranked Quincy.

Ranked number one going into
the tournament, Indianapolis
claimed the GLVC Women’s Tennis
Championship, with a 5-0 victory
over Lewis University.

In regards to the season, Head
Coach Rick Gyllenborg said,
“Overall we're disappointed, and we
thought we wou]d do better than we
did.”

R-women soccer team

AMSLLouls
Riverwomen
occer

BY WiLL MELTON
Staff Writer

By defeating Quincy 2-1 on Oct.
11, the UM-St. Louis women’s soccer
team secured sixth place in the Great
Lakes Valley Conference standings.

However, the team is young and
does hold promise for the future.
They just need to come
together as a team, coordinate
their efforts and play as a
solid unit if that potential is
going to turn into wins.

Gyllenborg thought there
were games throughout the
season that UMSL shouldn’t
have lost, but because of mis-
communication, they were
unable to pull off the win.

Gyllenborg said, “We
went through about a two or
three week period where we
felt like the girls were not
responding to our coaching.
Now I would say either that
was not true — that they were
responding ‘and it wasn’t
showing — or they are
responding now and we feel
like they're getting much bet-
ter.” The team has won its
past two matches against
Webster and Lewis and
Clark.

There is room for
young (freshmen and sopho-

some key aspects of the
game.

Gyllenborg said, “We still need
the same things that every tennis

The victory, in which GLVC Player of
the Week Lindsey Siemens scored her
eighth goal, gives the Riverwomen an
8-6 overall record and a 4-2 confer-
ence record. Midfielder Sonya Hauan
also scored. Her goal was the first goal
of that game for the Riverwomen.
With the loss, the Lady Hawks are
now 8-4 overall and 5-2 in conference
play. Goetz said of the Quincy squad,
“Quincy is doing really well right now.
They’re in the top four in our confer-
ence and they’re going to be tough. We

player needs. We need better consis-
tency. We,need more power. We

need to play tactically correct; tennis
is a much more sophisticated game
than just hitting the ball back over

the net. It's where you hit it. It’s how
you hit it. It’s what you do after you

Sara Quiroz/ The Current
improvement. The team is The UMSL Riverwomen Tennis team remains in good spirits Saturday, after

placing seventh in the GLVC Women’s Tennis Championship. Shown are coach-
mores), and needs to develop es Paula and Rick Gyllenborg, and players Lauren Wiele and Krissy Howard.

hit it, which is where the coaching
comes in.
“These girls don’t need to be

taught how to hit the ball,”
Gyllenborg continued. “They know
how to hit the ball, but they
still need to be taught where to
hit it, where not to hit it, where
to go after you hit it to help
tactically so that you're ready
| for the next ball that comes
over.”

The coaches are looking to
add some new girls next year
that will continue to make this
a better team. However, they
will in no way give up on any
of the girls they have.
Gyllenborg sees their youth as
an asset and adds, “They’re
going to continue to get better.
They’re going to continue to
get stronger. They’re going to
continue to get smarter.”

Gyllenborg does not feel
like the team has had a bad
year. They just didn’t improve
as much as they had counted
on. The team enters the GLVC
tournament seeded seventh
and is optimistic about its abil-
ity to pull off an upset. Their
first round match is against
second-seed Southern Indiana.

“We can give them a scare,
if not beat them. We feel we
have a very, very good chance of
playing for fifth rather than sev-
enth,” Gyllenborg said.

moves to 8-60, defeats Quincy 2-1

jast need to figure out how to score
some goals and get ready for them. I
know they have a young team like we
do as well, and hopefully that will be a
really good match-up for us.”

The Lady Lions of Lindenwood
brought their big game to UM-St.
Louis country and stopped the
Riverwomen soccer team in their
tracks. The tough loss on Tuesday, Oct.
8, puts an end to the Riverwomen’s
three-game winning streak.
Lindenwood University (NAIA) came

]

into the game with an 8-0-1 record and
ranked third in the country.
Riverwomen Head coach Beth Goetz
said that the Lions were “probably the
most physical team that we've played
so far.”” Overall, she was happy with
her team’s performance.

Lindenwood Forward Coco
Callebaut scored with 9:43 remaining
in the first half of the game off of a
pass from midfielder Gabie Najjar. It
would be the only goal of the game;
the UM-St. Louis defense was solid.

“We did a good job shutting them
down, but we didn’t create enough
scoring opportunities,” Goetz asserted.
UM-St. Louis got 4 shots on goal dur-
ing the second half but couldn’t get the
ball past LU goalkeeper Monica
Lovett.

Emily Worley, senior Lindsey
Siemens, and Mandy Meendering all
turned in excellent performances, as
did senior goalkeeper Rebecca Senn.
According to Goetz, Senn has “kept us
in games all season long.”

Szcesniak wishes for success in his final season at UMSL

UM-St. Louis golfer
Kyle Szcesniak

Spon'rs SHORTS i

« Women’s Golf team
places seventh in GLVC

The UM-St. Louis women’s golf
team finished their fall season at
the Great Lakes Valley Conference
Tournament by placing seventh in
the tourney. The team showed
overall improvement, finishing
with a total tournament score of
817. Northern Kentucky finished in
first place with a score of 687.

M-St Louls
Rivermen
olf

BY JoE CurTIs
Staff Writer

Many children upon their seventh birth-
day can’t wait to blow out the candles on the
cake and get at their presents. They hope for
their favorite toy and toss unwanted clothes
over their shoulder as they rip the wrapping
paper off boxes. For senior Kyle Szcesniak,
the day of his seventh birthday brings back
memories of why he is at UM-St. Louis.

On that day, Szcesniak said, "'l was given
a junior set of golf clubs.” His father and
two older brothers were already addicts of
the game, and they wanted to bring their lit-
tle brother onto the coufse despite his age.
14 years later, the kid with the junior set of
clubs finds himself playing golf in his senior
year at UM-St. Louis,

Now graduated to a men’s set, Szcesniak
has shown that the early start has paid its
dividends. He has placed in the top five five
times in his career at UM-St. Louis. He also
earned an all-conference honor in the Great
Lakes Valley Conference in his sophomore
season.

A moment in his UM-St. Louis career

that Szcesniak is especially proud of
occurred last season when he was a junior.
“Last spring, qualifying as an individual for
regionals was a real honor, because only
five were chosen from our whole district.”
Szcesniak said.

The 2002 fall season proved to be suc-
cessful for Szcesniak, both as an individual
and as a member of the golf team. Three of
his top five finishes occurred this fall. which
helped his team open up with a 1st place fin-
ish in the Quincy Invitational and end their
fall season with a 2nd place finish in the

~ Southern Indiana Toumament.

Being so successful this fall leads
Szcesniak to believe that the team has a
good chance of going far in the spring.
“Our team goal is to win conference. go to
regionals, and then go onto nationals. A
goal I have set for myself is to win 1st place
in one event and help get our team to the
regional via our two remaining districts,”
said Szcesniak.

The senior golfer also used the fall sea-
son to learn some things about himself in
order to improve. “My mental game is so
much stronger than my previous three sea-
sons, and my scores have showed it.,” he
said. Leaming to de-emphasize the techni-
cal aspects of the game and focus on just
playing with confidence has helped
Szcesniak improve. “Thinking-positively
out there has been so important to me this

year,” Szcesniak said.

Although he has become a prolific
golfer, one course still haunts him every
time he laces up his spikes. “The hardest
course I've ever played on would have to be
Old Warson Country Club in Ladue. [ have
caddied there for ten years and have yet to
shoot under par,” Szcesniak said.

One of Szcesniak's favorite courses is
Deer Track Country Club in Terre Haute,
Indiana. "It is the site of our final District,
and it's were I placed well enough to get me
into the regional individually. I've just had
a lot of great memories there.” he said.

The late Payne Stewart is an inspiration
for the UM-St. Louis golfer because of the
similar traits they both possess off the
course. “He (Payne) was goofy off of the
course, but always came to play. He took
pride in his work and never came across as
cocky or arrogant. These are things that 1
see in myself,” Szcesniak said.

Following in his favorite golfer’s foot-
steps, Szcesniak hopes to continue his golf
career beyond college. “I'm not positive
what I'm going to be doing exactly after
college, but I'm sure golf will be in it
Hope:tully playing or becoming a club pro,
sales in golf or being in the golf media,” he
said.

see SZCESNIAK, page 9

« Rec Sports deadline

:is quickly approaching

Oct. 15 is the sign-up dead-
line for upcoming Rec Sports
tournaments and leagues. A
volleyball tournament with
men's and women's divisions is
scheduled for Oct. 16. A five-
week coed volleyball league
will begin Oct. 22. Teams must

: consist of three men, three

women and subs.

A Wednesday-night indoor
soccer league and a Monday-
night floor hockey league will
begin the week of Oct. 21. The
tournaments and leagues are
free. Students, faculty and
staff are welcome. Sign up in
the Rec Sports office, 203 Mark
Twain building. Call 516-5326
for more information.

» Basketball luncheon

tickets are on sale now

Tickets are available for the

: Third Annual Basketball Tip-Off
i Luncheon. The event will be held
from noon to 1:15 p.m. on Nov.
i 7, at the Missouri Athletic Club,
i 405 Washington Ave.,
i town St. Louis. Tickets are $20 or
i §15 for club members.
i 6453 for tickets or more informa-

in down-

Call 516-

R-men are a complete package, are strong on

THE ABCs or SPORTS

HANK BURNS
HFLB4@juno.com

With a scoreless game against
Quincy University on Oct. 11, the
UM-St. Louis men’s soccer team is in
fifth place in the Great Lakes Valley
Conference standings. The Rivermen,
who have a 4-1-1 record in the GLVC,
are starting to gel as the season is mov-
ing onward. This is no surprise, how-
ever, as the team’s top players contin-
ue to display their true abilitiés.

The following is a look at the top
defensive and offensive contributors to
the UM-St. Louis squad, thus far, in
the 2002 season.

Defender Pat Shelton
Shelton has been the true heart and

soul of ¥he Rivermen defense. With

nine games played and nine games

started, Shelton's work ethic is on the
mark. Earlier this season, Shelton
became one of three Rivermen to score
a game-winning goal earlier this sea-
son, as the Rivermen defeated
Kentucky Wesleyan 8-0 on Sept. 29.

D Jake Hopson

Although he may not be putting up
huge numbers for the Rivermen,
Hopson is making his presence known
in his senior year at UM-St. Louis. He,
too, has played in and started every
game for the Rivermen. He has one
goal and one assist for three total
points this season.

Goalkeeper Brad Bernsen
Before the season began, it

appeared as though the Rivermen were
in a quandary. The team, which had
and has retained three goalies on its
roster, had to decide which keeper
would be tagged number one. In his
seven outings this season, which
include three starts, Bemsen has made
it clear that he is worthy of being
called the team’s number one goalie.
Bemsen has 29 saves on the season
and a 2.31 goal average. He also has a
.632 saves percentage.

Forward Jeff Stegman

On Oct. 4, the UM-St. Louis squad
played in its sixth home game.
Coming into the game, the Rivermen
were 2-3 at home and 4-3 overall. The
game went into overtime play and

i breakthrough
i methodology. The author, Oscar
§Wegner, former pro/international
i coach, used these methods.

tion.

» Website makes tennis
an easy sport to learn

TennisTeacher.com, through
the Online Tennis Academy, makes
tennis one of the easiest sports to
learn. The website maps out
tennis teaching

both fronts

Stegman received the ball with sec-
onds left in the game. Stegman, who
was just named the GLVC Player of
the Week, scored the game-winning
goal. Now, Stegman leads the team in
goals and points with 9 and 21, respec-
tively. Stegman is second on the team
in assists with 3.

Midfielder/F Adam Bimslager

Bimslager and Stegman have
proven to be the two best all-around
offensive players on the squad.
Bimslager, tied with midfielders Alan
Jujic and Jim Reiter in goals with 3,
leads the team with four assists. He is
second on the team in points with 10
and has started in eight of the team’s
nine games.

EDITOR

Hank BURNS

Sporis Editor

phone: 516-5174
fax: 516-6811

CominGg Up

Soccer
Oct. 18

* Men - 5 p.m.
at SIU-Edwardsville

*« Women - 7:30 p.m.
at SIU-Edwardsville

20

¢ Men - Noon
at Lewis

* Women - 2:30 p.m.
at Lewis

25

* Men - 5 p.m.
vs. Wisconsin-Parkside

e Women - 7:30 p.m.
vs. Wisconsin-Parkside

27

* Men - Noon
vs. St. Joseph's

* Women - 2:30 p.m.
vs. St. Joseph’s

Volleyball
Oct. 18

e 7 p.m.
at Indianapolis

19

e 2 p.m.
at St. Joseph’s

25

* 7 p.m.
vs. Southern Indiana

ey e oo
MORE SPORTS ON

PAGES 9 AND 12
(e =

WEB

Check out the R-men
and R-women sports at
www.umsl-sports.com
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Calendar

Movies

‘ilm openings are subject to
hange

Oct. 18
3elow - horror film about
NWIl submarine from director
Of 'Pitch Black'

The Ring - remake of a
lapanese hit, about a video
‘hat causes everyone who
~atches it to die

Wad Love - Spanish language
Jistorical tale of obsessive love
and power, about Spain's
Jueen Joan the Mad

Abandon - mystery/thriller
about college student, with
Katie Holmes

Formula 51 -action/comedy
with Samuel L. Jackson

Oct. 19
Buster Keaton/Fatty Arbuckle
with the Alloy Orchestra -
three short films, 'The Bell
Boy," ‘Back Stage,' & The
Garage,’ from two giants of
silent comedy, with live
accompaniment by the three-
man Alloy Orchestra, at
\Webster University Film Series,
one night only, 8 p.m.

Oct. 25

Swept Away - romantic come-
dy remake of Italian classic,
with Madonna, director Guy
Ritchie

Punch-Drunk Love - comedy
with Adam Sandler, directed by
P.T. Anderson

Bowling For Columbine - bit-
ing satire from Michael Moore,
who did ‘Roger and Me’

{Heaven - luminous, haunting
film with Cate Blanchette, last
script from acclaimed filmmak-
er Krzysztof Kieslowski, direct-
ed by Tom Twyker (‘Run Lola
Run’)

The Grey Zone - based on a
true story of Auschwitz, stars
Harvey Keitel and Mira Sorvino,
directed by Tim Blake Nelson
("0, co-star of 'O Brother
Where Art Thou')

Cornedian - behind-the-scenes-
look comedy, with Jerry
Seinfeld

Waking Up in Reno - comedy
about two Arkansas couples
who head to Reno, NV, with
Billy Bbb Thorton and Charlize
Theron

Jackass: the movie - movie
version of the TV show

Truth About Charlie - remake
of ‘Charade, with Mark
Wahlberg

e ey | |
‘“Tuck Everlasting’ is worthy adaptation

BY SArRa PORTER
AEE Associate

Have you ever wanted to be

immortal? To never grow old, get
sick or die? To live forever and see
time pass while everyone you knew
grows older instead of you? Many
people have considered that possi-
bility, and authors have written on
that subject, including Natalie
Babbit in her Newbery award win-
ning book, "Tuck Everlasting." The
novel deftly asks that question in a
variety of ways that have perplexed
many middle- and high-schoolers
that were required to read it. There
have even been two films made from
the novel. one a more accurate, but
boringly acted and ponderous 1982
version and this current film version,
a lush, beautiful and thoughtful vari-

courtesy of Ron Phillips

Mae Tuck (Sissy Spacek, cen-
ter) greets her two sons,
Jesse (Jonathan Jackson, left)
and Miles (Scott Bairstow,
right), as they return home.

ation that strays from the material,
but retains the theme with excellent
acting and beautiful settings.

Winifred "Winnie" Foster (Alexis
Bledel) is a 15-year-old girl who is
doomed to live a stuffy existence
with her wealthy, straight-laced par-
ents (Amy Irving and Victor
Garber). One day, in an act of rebel-
lion, Winnie runs away into the for-
bidden woods and meets a young
man who is drinking from a spring.
She startles him and is kidnapped by
the young man, Jess Tuck, and his
brother, Miles, (Jonathan Jackson
and Scott Bairstow) and taken home
to their parents, Mae and Angus
(Sissy Spacek and William Hurt).
She then discovers that the family
drank from the spring over a hun-
dred years ago and are now immor-
tal. Meanwhile, Jesse and Miles are
being followed by a mysterious man
in a yellow suit (Ben Kingsly) with
his own agenda and a gun.

The film is a beautiful feast for
the eves and ears with the lovely
scenery. The woods that the Tucks
live in, seems lifted from a fairy tale.
and there is a breathtakingly beauti-
ful scene of Winnie and Jess over-
looking a view from "The Eiffel
Tower" (really a pile of rocks over-
looking a view). The filmmakers did
Babbit's description and narration
justice by creating such beautiful
background.

The acting is superb, in some
cases surprisingly so. [ am not a fan
of Alexis Bledel, being one of the
few people who does not like the
WB series "The Gilmore Girls," but
Bledel pulls off Winnie with an
innocence and spunk in her charac-
ter as well as a bit of haughtiness
with her station. She almost reminds
me of Lewis Carroll's Alice, another
proper young lady who is given a
new outlook in life and explores it
with innocence and outspokenness.

¥

Jackson is an actor relatively
unknown to me, but he gives Jesse a
playfulness and enthusiasm as a
young man who welcomes the idea
of living forever, because he gets the
chance to see all that he can see.
Bairstow, on the other hand, gives a
more hardened performance of a
man grown bitter because of his
immortality. In one heartbreaking
speech, he explains to Winnie all that
he has lost because of his long life.

As the parents, Spacek, Hurt,
Irving, and Garber give splendid
performances as people who want to
do their best for their children.
Rather than being snobbish carica-
tures, Irving and Garber portray
Winnie's parents as people who love
their daughter and want what is best
for her just as much as they want
their reputation in society. Spacek
and Hurt give understated, as

Movie Review I
‘Rules of Attraction’

breaks the rules

BY CATHERINE
Marauis-HOMEYER
Staff Editor

“Rules of Attraction” is as good a
screen adaptation of Brett Easton
Ellis’ controversial 1980s novel of the

same name as would be possible. It is
not, however. an easy access film, as
it is likely to leave some filmgoers as
puzzled as the book left some ‘80s
readers. But that is somehow exactly

right.

courtes o Lynn Alston

(Left) Shannyn Sossamon and Jessica Biel in “Rules of

Attraction.”

For those with the preparation it
requires, the film it is very funny.

“Rules of Attraction” is essentially a |

parody of both genre college movies,
right down to the choice of cast, and
of self-conscious art films, while also
being an art film. It was written and
directed by Roger Avary, who co-
wrote Pulp Fiction, a guy who knows
his"way around an unusual script.
Knowledge of filmmaking tech-

niques and of art films generally is |

required to stave off complete baffle-
ment or even boredom, in some
sequences. Other sequences don’t
require this background for enjoy-

ment, but the film is better if you have |

the grounding to get all the jokes.
Starting with a party and moving
backwards, the film explores the sex-
alcohol-drugs-party-saturated world
and frustrated loves of a group of stu-
dents at a small liberal arts college. In
mock serious fashion, much of the
story turns on drug dealer/student
Sean Bateman (college movie veter-
an James Van Der Beek), brother of
serial killer Patrick Bateman in
“American Psycho,” and his involve-
ment with the somewhat romantically
confused Lauren (Shannon
Sossamon), whom he believes is
sending him anonymous love notes.
Absorbed in his own troubles and
concerns, Sean inadvertently sends
the wrong signals to the bisexual
predator Paul Denton (Ian
Somerhalder) who is smitten.

see RULES, page 7

Too many movies open this week

BY CATHERINE
Marauis-HOMEYER
Staff Editor

For some reason, every movie stu-
dio in Hollywood and beyond decid-
ed that Oct. 11 was the week to open
their new films. This week, not only
are new films abundant but many of
them are good, as well, kicking off the
race to the Oscars and the ramp up to
the height of the movie entertainment
season.

Unfortunately, we don’t have
room in the print edition of the
Current to run all the film reviews for
the more than a dozen movies open-
ing this week. But we still have the
scoop for you. Just visit the Current’s
website at www.thecurrentonline.com
to read additional movie reviews, plus
an intriguing interview with Roger

Avary, director of “Rules of
Attraction.”

Here is a snap shot of some of the
films whose reviews will be on the
web or appear in the next issue of the
Current, along with the slew of films
opening week.

Red Dragon-a suspenseful pre-
quel to “Silence of the Lambs,” much

‘better than “Hannibal.”

White Oleander - an' Oscar con-
tender about a harrowing mother-
daughter relationship. Chilling and
powerful.

Skins - the long-awaited sequel to
the indie hit “Smoke Signals,” about
two Lakota Sioux brothers. '

The Transporter - action with a
heavy dash of humor, great car chases
and Hong Kong-style moves but a
thin plot, written by Luc Besson (La
Femme Nikita).

Knockaround Guys - ensemble
cast includes the suddenly hot Vin
Diesel, in an action film about sons of
Mafiosos who want to go into the
family business. Has languished since
2001, now released. .

8 Women - Murder and music
combine in this French language par-
ody of 1950s mystery films. Sort of
like “Clue” on acid, but it’s really
funny.

Tuck Everlasting - a well-done -
adaptation of the popular fantasy

novel.

Spirited Away - Japanese anime
film from the director of “Princess
Monoke™.

Last Kiss -
romantic comedy.

I'm Trying to Break Your Heart -
documentary about the band Wilco.

Italian-language

always, performances as Angus and
Mae, a couple who have long been
resigned to their immortal fate and
now, as Angus tells Winnie, "just
are.” 2
The Man in the Yellow Suit,
unnamed both in the movie and in
Babbit's novel is a very excellent vil-
lain, played by Kingsly. Rather than
being extremely hammy like villains
in other children’s films, he gives the
character a very understated and dry
approach as he manipulates the situ-
ation with Winnie's unwitting par-
ents for his own personal gain.
Many film adaptations receive
criticism from detractors if they are
not accurate word-for-word adapta-
tions of the novels, and no doubt
"Tuck Everlasting” will receive
some of that criticism. But, some of

. the changes that were made give the

story a different perspective. For

courtesy of Ron Phillips
Winnie Foster (Alexis Bledel, left), a 1914 teenage girl longing for an extraordinary life, meets Jesse
Tuck (Jonathan Jackson, right), a boy unlike any she’s ever met before, in Walt Disney Pictures’
"Tuck Everlasting.” .

example, in the book Winnie is ten
and in this film she is aged to fifteen.
By making her older in the film, it
gets her more involved in the family,
particularly in Jesse who she has
fallen in love with and it brings her
thoughts of immortality a higher
sense of urgency. Here is a chance
for her to stay voung forever with
the man she loves, rather than go out
into the world and live a life of her
parents' choosing. Should she take
it? While in the book, because of her
relatively young age, thoughts like
that, probably wouldn't be consid-
ered until a few years later.

A few minor things that changed
from the book really help the drama
and characterizations making it a
more personal, but equally thought
provoking story. Rather than being
criticized, it should be welcomed
alongside of Babbit's novel.

Movie Review IR
Just a Kiss’
starts wild ride

BY CATHERINE
Marauis-HOMEYER
Staff Editor

Ever do something you wish you
could just undo?

“Just a Kiss” is being touted as a
modern romantic comedy in the style
of the live action-animation film
“Waking Life.” That's not quite true,
but the-film is surprising and original
in other ways.
Actually, “Just a
Kiss” owes as
much to the
German  film
“Run Lola Run”
with its “do
over” approach
to ifs story, as it
does to “Waking
Life."

But youdon’t |
have to have
seen either of |
those films to
enjoy this indie
film treat. While
“Just a Kiss” |
does have some ||
of the live
action/animation
used throughout
“Waking Life,”
the technique is
by no means as
pervasive or

. original here. However, the film has a

sly humor in a modem tale of sex and
love that turns on a bit of infidelity that
has far-reaching consequences.

We start out with two couples in an
urbane setting. A director of commer-
cials, Dag (Ron Eldard) — that’s Dag
not Dog — smugly seems to see him-
self as a movie director. Dag was
named after poet and humanitarian
Dag Hammerskjold, but it's a long

~ way from living up to his namesake.

One of his friends and the “star” of
one of his commercials, Peter (Patrick
Breen), has to cope with a jealous
actor and an obsessive fan (Marisa
Tomei) trailing him. Peter is involved
with a beautiful but troubled and
maybe disturbed ballerina Rebecca
(Marley Shelton), while director Dag
has a happy relationship ‘with the
down-to-earth Halley (Kyra
Sedgewick), a first for him. Add to
this stew, another couple (Taye Diggs
and Sarita Choudhoury) with a
strained marriage, Rebecca’s control-
ling, former-ballet-star mother (Zoe
Caldwell), and others, and soon all is
bubbling. There is enough drama here

for any Hollywood romance and '

enough absurdity for any comedy.
There are enough mix-ups and misun-
derstandings to be-a farcegbut the
story never quite goes that route. Just

courtesy of Paramount Classics

one kiss starts the train wreck that
mixes everyone up. Some mistakes
you regret forever.

The dark humor of the film has a
lot of the elements of parody, as it reg-
ularly skewers the conventions of
Hollywood romantic movies. The
sexy and edgy approach marks the
film from the beginning as an indie -
style film. The story of sex versus
love, " fateful choices and a surreal
touch, yields a
result that the
press notes aptly
described as
Kafkaesque.

Later in the
film, the tone
strays from paro-
dy to dark and
nightmarish just
before it
becomes really
bizarre. Despite
the wild ride, the °
film is satisfying
and amusing by
the end, a bit like
a roller coaster
ride. Just when
you think this
film is turning
grim, everything
tumns around.

There is an

abundance  of
good acting
turns in this film, but the real stand out
is Marissa Tomei. Tomei’s obsessive
fan is so deceptive and bizarre that she
is both hilarious and terrifying to.
watch, a force of evil wrapped up in a
sweet, star-struck, sexy package. Part
of what makes the character so
demonic and comic is her unshakable
belief that she’s normal.
. Director Fisher Stevens shows a
firm hand with the film, keeping all
the actors in deadpan seriousness no
matter how absurd the sitnation. The
audience is kept laughing, gasping, or
squirming by tums, always with a
“what’s next” question in their heads.
A sample of the ironic humor is a
plane crash, in which only those is
first class survive. “You get what you
pay for,” a character remarks, only to
have one of those survivors run down
by a van at the crash scene, right in
front of the TV cameras. What could’
be more absurd? The slapstick and the
visual humor elements are delicious.

This film is a bit challenging for
those who only want easy, straightfor-
ward films, but the rewards are great
for those who are willing to be lead
down its path. If you've ever rolled
your eyes at a comy Hollywood
romance or enjoy dark humor and

- jolts, this Halloween funhouse of a
film is for you.
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MoviE REVIEW

Tragic and

BY CATHERINE
Marauis-HOMEYER
Staff Editor

Joe's problem is that he's a soft-

hearted guy who wants to do what is
expected of him.

In the potential Oscar contender
"Moonlight Mile," Joe Nast's (Jake
Gyllenhaal) fiancée, Diane, has beén
accidentally killed in a shooting. J’o_e
wants to do everything he can t¢ con-
sole her parents, Ben (Dustin
Hoffman) and Jo Jo Floss (Susan
Sarandon), who show their gref in a
quirky, unique way. He is genuinely
fond of them, and the fact that they
have lost their only daughter instead of

gaining a son-in-law tugs at his heart.

His well-intentioned, dutiful nature
has led him to stay with them through
the funeral, but now the trial for their
daughter's murderer is looming. There
seems no good point at which he can
leave and they seem reluctant to let
this last link to their vanished daughter
go. Joe is drifting in life anyway, and
isn’t sure where he would go, although
he has no intention of staying on. To
make the situation worse, Joe is carry-
ing a secret he feels like he can't share
with Diane’s parents. Despite his good
intentions, the more Joe tries to be

wnat others want him to be, the more
the role doesn't fit.
Set in a small New England town

‘in the early '70s, this poignant and

funny tale is a bittersweet story of

. family relationships and transitions in

life. The characters are the heart of
story-engaging, unusual people who
have the complicated inner workings
of the real thing. These three people
deal with their grief in unexpected
ways, like! people in real life some-
times do. Jo Jo'is an outspoken writer
who dealswith her grief with her sar-
castic wit. Diane's father, Ben, can't
move on and wants Joe to continue
with their priginal plan to have the
new son-i-law join him in his com-
i estate business. Ben

with everything by just

being pragtical, even when his practi-
seem jarringly inappro-

priate. Hp carefully goes about the
business of canceling all the wedding
arrangenents, even though everyone
in their small town knows what has
happesed. And Joe deals with the loss
by trring to be whatever her grieving
pareits want him to be, to do whatev-
er makes things easier for them, while
he wonders where he'll go from there.
While the story is fictional, writer

Prad Silberling drew on an early life

Sa:andon is

personal experience for the story, and

{the grounding in the real world shows

in the believable nature of these peo-
ple and their situation.

The setting and time of the story
contribute to the theme of transitions.
In 1973, the country is coasting, doz-
ing, poised for change but unaware of
the near future. The Vietnam War is
coming to an end, and the list of those
missing in action is a long and ever-
present question mark. Small family
businesses that line the main street
will soon be swept away in the rising
tide of retail chains in the '80s. A fore-
shadowing of the trend to shopping
malls and abandoned town centers
creeps into the story, as does the shad-
ow of Viemam when Joe meets a
young woman whose boyfriend is
among the missing. The sense of drift-
ing and questions about which way to
go is a lingering cloud, deepening the
poignant tone of the film.

Susan Sarandon, Dustin Hoffman,
and Jake Gyllenhaal - you could hard-
ly ask for a more talented cast.
Writer/director ' Brad Silberling has
assembled all the right elements here.
The original and realistic plot with its
unusual and intriguing characters is
brought to life by this great cast. Susan

?n fine form as the color-

+ Mike Sherwin The Current

Joe Nast’s (Jake Gillenhaal, left) plans for marriage and the plans of his would-be in-laws, Ben
(Dustin Hoffman, e:nter) and Jo Jo (Susan Sarandon, right) are changed forever due to an unex-
pected loss in Touwchstone Pictures’ “Moonlight Mile,” from writer/director Brad Siberling.
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ful, biting Jo Jo, who shows real affec-
tion for her near son-in-law, Joe.
Dustin Hoffman, as the almost neurot-
ic Ben, is marvelous, portraying a man
driven by habits who wants to be the
pillar of strength despite his underly-
ing needs. These two produce the per-
fect picture of a battling but loving,
long-married couple. Jake Gyllenhaal
is likewise right on the mark as the
conflicted, well-meaning, aimless Joe
Nast, showing once again why he is a
rising star. The intelligence of the
story and its unflinching gaze are a
refreshing experience. Ideal locations,
sensitive photography, and excellent
period music round out this excellent
film,

It's pretty rare to find a film that
combines these elements so well.
What a welcome break this is from
formulaic films and cutout characters.
This story may be smaller and less
electrifying that last year's "In the
Bedroom," to which some may com-
pare it, but the interpersonal landscape
is just as real and just as moving. The
lighter flavor, comic elements, and the
gentler story of change after tragedy
make this film more everyday and
more accessible. The time period par-
allels add a depth that makes this a
truly enjoyable and satisfying film.

Pictures.

“comic ‘Moonlight Mile' lights up the screen

Mike Sherwin Tbe Crarent

Ben (Hoffman, left) and Jo Jo (Sarandon. right) mourn their loss in
unusual ways. “Moonlight Mile” is distributed by Buena Vista

Mike Sherwin The Current

Joe (Gyllenhaal, left) is thrown into confusion when he falls for a new woman, Bertie (Ellen

Pompeo, right).

RuULES, from page 6

Without giving away the story. the daisy chain of mis-
guided obsessions, misunderstandings. and obstacles
runs through the cast of Jessica Biel, Kip Pardue, Thomas
Ian Nicolas. Kate Bosworth and others with all the power
of a Shakespearean-inspired teen flick.

Not only do we get all the conventions of college
movies but also plenty of the trappings of an art film gone
bad. We also get hilarious violations
of the rules of college movies, along
with spectacular camera work and
some amazing editing and filmmak-
ing technique. Portions of the film
that just run backwards for long
sequences are funny if you’ve seen
this kind of effect overdone in seri-
ous art films. Biting the film school
hand that fed him, writer/director
Avary mercilessly parodies film-
maker wannabees discussing art and
philosophy while silent films play
unwatched in the background.
Romantic ideas of love ‘and meaningful looks are like-
wise exploded, as person after person reads significance
into another’s chance actions or responses or jumps to
conclusions. Whole relationships develop in the charac-
ters’ heads.

On the other hand, the film is also a fine piece of film-
making with real artistic merit. An example of breathtak-
ing technique is the extended sequence in which we fol-
low Sossamon and Van Der Beek in split screen until they
eventually come face to face and the line finally melts.
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The more you
know about
films, the more
funitis to
watch.

99—

This stunning work sits side by side with hilariously
corny shots in the snow and maddening bits that seem
straight out of an Andy Warhol movie. The more vou
know about films, the more fun it is to watch.

It also helps to know a bit about the novel that the ﬁlm
is based on, although it is not necessary to have read the
book. Brett Easton Ellis's commercially drenched social
commentary novels were alternate-
ly hailed as high art or pure trash in
the ‘80s, the literary equivalent of
art that consists of apparent piles of
trash or bodily fluids. Don’t misur-,
derstand, art should make society
uncomfortable and obviously this
is not mainstream, populist work
that appeals to everyone. “Rules of |
Attraction,” like the previous
“American Psycho.” is as good a
film adaptation as could be done of
this book, retaining its intangible
qualities of “is it junk or art?” while
being stylish enough that it can’t be dismissed.

TJust like the book it derives from, the film is not an,
easy piece. It almost requires some knowledge of film-
making and art films as well as the genre it apes. Without
this background, the viewer may be at a loss throughout
much of the film. To paraphrase the filmmaker, it is as
different from the average college film as “Animal
House’ is from “The Graduate.” If you.come at this film.
with enough background, it is a delight and quite funny,
with some breathtaking film technique,

LA v
&

(Current

s,

invite you and a guest to a special screening.
Stop by The Current offices at 388 Millennium
Student Center to pick up a complimentary
screening pass for two to see

PUNCH-DRUNK LOVE

7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 23

Tivoli Theatre
6350 Delmar
St. Louis, Mo 63130 -

OPENS In THEATERS ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25"




Page 8

The Cuirrent

October 14, 2002

m . B .

Beatle Paul comes to St. Louis

McCartney rocks the Savvis

BY JasoN GRANGER
Staff Editor

Music these days has taken on a
kind of apathy that some feel in the
trend of popular music. Bubblegum
pop dominates the airwaves, and
rock and roll gets overlooked.
However, there are still some hold-
outs from the old days. Musical pio-
neers who still enthrall and enrapture
fans. October 10, St. Louis saw
rock’s biggest star come to the
Savvis Center. Sir Paul McCartney
came to St. Louis with one agenda-
to rock and roll, and rock and roll he
did.

Few artists can go to a backlog of
songs quite like McCartney. His
own solo efforts would be enough
to more than fill a concert, but
when a singer can also call on
the catalogues of both Wings,
and most impressively, the |
Beatles, then they can be /%
assured that the fans will /&
not go home disappointed.
Add-in the fact that Paul
McCartney is probably the
greatest living bassist with
a kick ass backup band,
there are definitely the
makings of a great night.

McCartney hit the stage
with a happy-go-lucky rendi-
tion of the Beatles’ hit “Hello,
Goodbye.” then followed that
up with “All My Loving,” an
early Beatles hit made popular by
their turn on “The Ed Sullivan
Show.”

McCartney tore through ren-

cert, McCartney’s backup band left
the stage, giving him some time
alone with the crowd. McCartney
then masterfully played through
great acoustic numbers like
“Blackbird,” “We Can Work It Out,”
and "“The Fool On the Hill.” The
highlights of this set, however, came
at the end of his acoustic montage.
After announcing to the crowd that it

was “his good friend John’s birth-
day,” at which point, the

crowd sang

“Happy

oy 5".

and was glad you came along, if you
were here today.” If that emotional
ride was not enough. he then fol-
lowed that with a tribute to the late
George Harrison who died of cancer
less than a year ago, strumming a
ukulele to Harrison’s classic love
song. “‘Something.” McCartney and
Harrison had recently reconciled
their differences that kept them apart
for nearly 30 vears after the Beatles

‘breakup. McCartney called
Harrison his little
brother at the
time of
his

ditions of classics like “Jet” and Sl nzzzamue LE"’EL ey = & §
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*Loving Flame” were all show

stoppers, and could have all been Birthday” (which McCartney owns death.

under consideration for song-of-the-
night, if it were not for the fact that
“"Maybe I'm Amazed” was so amaz-
ing. His passion for the song still
remains strong, and it showed.
About midway through the con-

the rights to, incidentally) to the
deceased Beatle, he played a stirring
rendition of his tibute to his good
friend, “Here Today.” Half the crowd
was In tears as McCartney sang the
line: “*And if I said, I really loved vou

Then it was back to the rock and
roll. as McCartney brought his band
back out for arollicking good tum on
“Band on the Run.” It was also at this
point that McCartney played “Live
and Let Die,” complete with

Darkress, Terror Vision & Sereamworld
October 16th @ 8:00pm ir
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pyrotechnics, fireworks and flashing
lights.

If anyone doubts whether or not
the old timer still has what it takes,
this concert should more than allay
those doubts. His voice was strong,
his bass playing-great and his energy
level was like that of a 25-year-old.

He even gave the crowd a treat, per-

forming a song that has never been
played live by a Beatle: “She’s
Leaving Home” from their landmark
album “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts
Club Band.”

Fortunately for the crowd in atten-
dance, he stayed away from songs
that have earned him a reputation for
being somewhat trivial, in compari-

_son to John Lennon in particular.

Songs such as “Silly Love Songs” (a
song McCartney has stated he
wishes he never created) and
“Uncle Albert/Admiral Halsey”
were fortunately missing from
his set. In their place were
three new songs from his
new album, “Driving Rain.”
He added “Lonely Road,”
“Loving Flame” and the
title track from the new
album to his set, along with
“Freedom,” his response to
the attacks on September 11.
McCartney also included
some other songs that have
never been played live by a
Beatle. “Mother Nature's Son,”
“Getting Better,” and “Here
Today” were all new songs for
McCartney’s performances.
The “Back in the U.S.” tour has
proven to be a successful endeav-
or for McCartney. selling out are-
nas and concert venues world-
wide. In San Jose, California, he
sold out his show in less than 15
minutes. In Chicago, Hlinois, it
took less than 18 for the tickets to
go. It goes to show that the pub-
lic's infatuation with the Beatles
and what they represent has not
ended.
On the whole, McCartney proved
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that he could still jam with the best of

the rock scene. 40 years after the
Beatles © first gained popularity,
McCartney proved that age means
nothing when you can still rock and
roll.

Keaton-Arbuckle
comedies will

have liv

BY CATHERINE
MaRrquis-HOMEYER
Staff Editor

The Golden Age of Comedy was
during the silent era of film. While
the lack of sound placed some limits

an explosion of comic
silver screen.

some with improvised %ores or
modern scores, and some wth care-
fully laid out recreations o} period
music: ragtime, early jazz early

blues.

silent movie scores that they perfym
on an assembly of unusual objeys.
On Oct. 19, the Alloy Orchestra pk-
sents their musical interpretations f

the physical and visual comedy

Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle and :
young Buster Keaton. At 8:00 p.m.
in Webster University's Moore

- Auditorium, they will provide musi-

cal accompaniment for three short
silent comedies, “The Bell Boy.”
“The Garage,” and “Back Stage.”
During the silent era, there were
no barrers to hold back great come-
dians as they invented an art form.

music

All the conventions of film grammar
were invented during this time.
Arbuckle, who starred in and direct-
ed the three films in this program,
vaspne of the most popular comedi-
of his time, second only to
Qharlie Chaplin, until a scandal
destrayed his career in the 1920s.

Most of the great sc reen comedi-
ans of this time got their start with
the Keystone Studio, but the one
exception was Buster Keaton, who
started his film career working for
Arbuckle. Arbuckle collaborated
closely with the talented, vaudeville-
rained Keaton, who quickly became
Arbuckle’s writer, co-star, and some-
times stuntman. He also taught the
young Keaton the ropes of directing
and filmmaking, which Arbuckle had
learned from director W.D. Griffith.
The three short films, “The Bell
Boy,” “The Garage,” and “Back
Stage,” .are among the fifteen they
created together from 1917 to 1920,
before Keaton started his solo career.
Keaton went on to create some of the
most breathtaking film masterpieces
of physical comedy ever made.

This live performance is an excel-
lent introduction to the world of
silent comedy for the novice and a
great, rare treat for those who are
already fans. Admission is $6 for the

eneral public, $5 for students and

niors (you don’t have to be a

ebster student for the discount) and

performance is presented by the

3 p.m.

got brains?

College Bowl Informational Meetmg
Thursday, October 17

in the University Program Board Office
(MSC 381, inside the Student Organizations office).
For more information, call UPB at 516-5531 or
email us at umsl upb@hotmail.com
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R-women claw past Cougars
UMSL defeated SIUE, 30-28, 30-25 omd 30-24 in a carefully-planned attack

~ Silvester smd dence booster.” the Great Lakes Valley Conference to

Mﬂ The front row of the Riverwomen, Silvester agreed with Richmond, 2-3. The Riverwomen’s next match

m consisting of Liz Blair, Kathryn saying the win against the Cougars will be Oct. 18, on the road, against the

st = Freeman and Melissa Frost, combined was influential to the team’s confi- Greyhounds of Indianapolis. This

Volleyhall . on 40 of the team’s total 51 kills, dom- ~ dence. break will allow the team to heal and

JoE C inating at the net. Blair led the way “The main key to our success is  get some rest for the remaining sched-

il with 16 kills and also played good believing we can do it. That’s a big ule, which ends with nine important
Staff Writer defense, digging 11 balls. part of our game right now. We have  conference matches.

. Richmond said, “Edwardsville had  the talent, but we just have to believe “The conference is wide open and

First place SIU Edwardsville a big front row, and our front row had in our abilities,” Silvester said. every match is a battle. Both divisions

marched into the Mark Twain Building no problem putting the ball down on After claiming victory against the are showing parody, proving it just
on Oct. 9 to face the struggling UM-St.  them. This game showed us that we first-place Cougars, the team raised its  comes down to execution and confi-
Louis Riverwomen in a crucial confer-  can all step up and is a huge confi- overall record to 11-7 and its record in ~ dence,” Silvester said.

ence match-up. Coming out fired up, —
the UM-St. Louis women’s volleyball
teamn defeated the front-runner in four
games.

“We were really jacked up for game
one, and we weren't performing basic
skills,” said Coach Denise Silvester on
suffering a 30-16 loss in game one.
“We just needed to calm down and get
back to our game plan,” she said.

Taking their coach’s advice, the
Riverwomen came out in the next
three games and executed a carefully
planned attack against the Cougars,
winning 30-28, 30-25 and 30-24.

“For this game we changed our
defensive strategy. We worked a lot on
where to hit our balls and where to
pick theirs up. We had a game plan for
SIUE, and we came out and performed
what we had practiced,” sophomore
setter Ashley Richmond said.

Due to injuries suffered by players
this season, Silvester was forced to
find a new formula for her team to be
successful.

“The difference between this game
and the past few was this was the first
time we used our new lineup against a
strong team,” Silvester said.

Putting players in different roles
was necessary for the coach, and she is
proud of the way her players have

responded through some adversity.
“Kat Freeman had a nice match ata : - - )
new position. Tknow itisastruggleto - Emily Fishman/The Current Emily Fishman/The Current
be moved around to different _posi- Riverwomen Volleyball player Daria Sak prepares to receive the ball during Wednesday’s game. The Player Stacy Pearl leaps to knock the ball over the net
tions, but she did a nice job tonight.” team went on to win a 3-1 victory over SIU Edwardsville. Wednesday. The R-women play on Friday, Oct. 18 at Indianapolis.

SzCESNIAK, from page 5

Following in his- favorite golfer's foot- but I'm sure golf will be in it. Hopefully senior knows what his job on the team will Consistent play for a golfer leads to excel-  blowing out the candles and having his wish

steps, Sczesniak hopes to continue his golf  playing or becomeing a club pro. sales in golf . be. *As a senior itis my role to help carry the  lence and that is what it takes to achieve the of a National Championship come true
career beyond college. Majoing in mass com-  or being in the golf media.” teamn. My score is important every time, and  ultimate goal in college sports: the National ~would be the icing on the cake.
munications, he said, “I'm not positive what ‘When the spring roles around and it’s time I need to play well week in and week out,” he ~ Championship. For the boy who received a
I'm going to be doing exactly after college. to step out onto the course, the confident said junior set of clubs for his seventh birthday,
= e s ==r=
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BY Kate Dnou_:r
Staff Writer

In the last election, only 30 per-
ent of 18 to 25 year olds voted. To
y the ballot is insignificant.
is phenomenon is what some call
litical apathy. To Project Vote
mart, it is an obstacle to be con-
uered. Vote Smart believes that
is 18 to 25 year old age bracket
oes not feel confident in casting a
allot based on the information they
ow and regards the information
vailable through campaigns to be
‘unreliable and irrelevant.” This
rganization, whose founders
clude such notables as Presidents
erald Ford and Jimmy Carter,
eeks to inform the voting public
d end the poor turnouts on
tion Days.

Project Vote Smart is a nonparti-
an organization that works to “have
t least one remaining source (o
hich [citizens] can tum to...for
tamted information about those
g power to make the rules we

must all live our lives by.”
organization does not accept dc-na-
tions from corporations, unions or
any special interest groups. Vote
Smart obtained funding through a
large grant for the Pew Charitable
Trusts.

One program hosted by Vote
Smart is the Youne Vioter's Program.

(19

In the last election,
only 30 percent of
18 to 25 year olds

voted. To many, the
ballot is insignifi-
cant.

- www.votesmart.org

Through this program, voters can
find unbiased information on a can-
didate. This free service provides

ote Smart targets young adults

_reliable political information and

resources such as representative’s
email addresses, election survey
results and the results of the
National Political Awareness Test
(NPAT). The NPAT is “an unbiased
candidate questionnaire that tests
candidates’ willingness to provide -
information to the public.”

The Youth Voter Program web-
site offers a variety of informational
services, including a basic overview
of the U.S. Government, discussion
forums and press releases.
Individuals also have the opportuni-
ty to register to vote.

To promote the Youth Voter
Program, Vote Smart is working
along with 100 national youth ori-
ented organizations including Youth
Vote Coalition, Rock the Vote,
YMCA, Campus Compact, World
Wrestling Entertainment, NAACP,
MTV and hundreds of state and
local organizations.

For more information about
Project Vote Smart or the Young
Voters Program, visit www.vote-
smart.org or www.youngvoters.org.

Catholic Newman Center
8200 Natural Bridge Road

(R R KR

314-FUL-FILL e

CATHOLICISM 101

Wednesday, Oct. 16

7:30-9 p.m. at the Catholic Newman Center
(located across the street from the West Drive entrance into North Campus)

All are welcome for this overview of the Catholic faith led by
Fr. Bill Kempf. This is a great opportunity to learn more about
the faith whether you are Catholic, interested in becoming
Catholic or if you simply want to learn more. This will
be the first meeting for those interested in
taking a part in our RCIA program
(RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS).

Please call 385-3455 or e-mail us
at cncumsl®@aol.com for more information.

St. Louis, MO 63121

www.umsl.edu/~newman

UMSL

Are you a

BrokeScholar?

search thousands of scholarships

worth over $3 billion

‘Check out our online edition’s

receive relevant scholarship
updates in your inbox

increase your success rate
through articles and advice

Scholarships
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Sharon Biegen,
director of
Counseling
Services,
screens a stu-
dent for depres-
sion at Marillac
Hall.

National
Depression
Screening Day
was Thursday,
Oct. 10. UM-St.
Louis
Counseling
Services had
several loca-
tions on campus
where students
could be
screened.

Mike Sherwin/ The Current

Counseling Services offers
screening for depression

BY WiLL MELTON
Staff Writer

“Several years ago a physician out
of the National Institution of Mental
Health started doing depression
screening,”  Psychologist  Gloria
Lubowitz said, who works for
Counseling Services. Last Thursday,
Oct. 10, Counseling Services spon-
sored National Depression Screening
Day on the UM-St. Louis campus. It
offered students, faculty and staff the
opportunity to be screened for depres-
sion free of charge. Counseling
Services was available at a variety of
locations on campus throughout the
day.

The screening consisted of a brief
questionnaire of around 30 questions
that took about 10 minutes to com-
plete. Afterwards, a counselor would
look over the test and sit down with the
person to discuss the results. If the test
indicated that there might be a prob-

lem, the counselor would suggest a fur- .

ther evaluation by a mental health pro-
fessional. Students can schedule an
appointment at Counseling
Services;,and the first consultation ses-
sion is always free. If the client and the
counselor agree that counseling would
benefit the student, the cost afterwards
is $10 a session.

Experts believe it is not a good idea
for someone to leave depression
untreated. The longer it goes untreated,
the worse it may become. “Worst case

scenario is that suicide becomes an
option,” Lubowitz said. “Somebody
who is depressed has the attitude, basi-
cally, that everything is hopeless, noth-
ing can change; a student feels helpless
and doesn’t know where to turn.”
Lubowitz believes that normal cop-
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It is not just the blues.
It’s not just having a bad
day. It’s an iliness.

- Gloria Lubowitz
Counseling Services

33

ing skills do not work.

“It is not just the blues. It’s not just
having a bad day. It's an illness,”
Lubowitz said.

Clinical Depression afflicts 17 mil-
lion adults in America. It is not the
same as the disappointments and diffi-
culties that people face in everyday
life. Clinical depression is character-
ized by feelings of extrerne despair or
sadness that last for at least two weeks.

According to the American
Psychological Association, “People
who are depressed may become over-
whelmed and exhausted and stop par-
ticipating in certain everyday activities
altogether. They may withdraw from
family and friends.”

Other symptoms include: change
in eating habits, significant weight los:
or gain, feelings of guilt or worthless
ness, feeling hopeless about the future
difficulty concentrating, the thought o
going crazy and clccreascd energy.

Depression may be broughl on by :

* major life change, such as the death o

a loved one. It may be biological anc
be caused by chemical imbalances it
the brain. The use of drugs and/or alco
hol may lead to or worsen depression
It may also occur for no apparent rea:
so. .

However, for those people who are
experiencing depression symptoms
treatrnent is available.

“Lots of times people don’t realize
that they have an illness that’s treat
able,” Lubowitz said.

The common methods of treatmen!
are counseling and medication. People
can be prescribed medicine for depres-
sion by a physician or psychiatrist
They can also undergo counseling tha
involves sessions of talking with ¢
counselor, social worker or psycholo-
gist. Talk Therapy is offered at coun-
seling services. If a counselor finds thal
medication might be useful, he or she
can refer the student to a doctor.

If a student is worried that they
might be suffering from depression, he
or she can go to Counseling Services
online at www.umsl.edu/services
/counser and take the screening test on
the website. The screening is anony-
mous.

The Current, get
caught up in it.

Check out the newest issue of
The Current on newsstands
every Monday.
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M-St Louls
Rivermen
occer

BY Hank BurRns
Sports Editor

Rivermen .Goalkeeper  Brad
n reached the 29 save mark as
UM-St. Louis men’s soccer team
d the Quincy University squad
layed to a tie on Oct. 11 in Quincy.

Rivermen are now 54-1 on the
on and 4-1-1 in Great Lakes Valley
onference play.

Quincy and the Rivermen were each
owed five shots on goal. The
ivermen took 11 total shots, while
Quincy took 12 shots. Bemsen, who is
also credited with a shutout, notched
five more saves to reach a season mile-
stone in the seasonal saves category.
Satisfied with his team's perfor-
ce, Bernsen said that the Rivermen
layed as a united group.

“We had a team effort on defense
today,” Bernsen said. “We gave upalot
of chances, but luckily they didn’t score
on them. We just worked well as a unit.
Nobody tried to do too much them-
selves. It was a team effort today. It's
tough we came out with a te, but it’s
better than a loss.”

Sharing Bernsen's  sentiment,
Defender Pat Shelton said that the
Rivermen defensive effort was
sparkling.

“We wanted to win, but we're happy

BY Hank BuRNs
Sports Editor

At the age of 25, a person might be
in the process of finishing out his or her
higher education experience with a
master’s degree. New UM-St. Louis
softball Head Coach Nicole Dumnin, 25,
is an example of that. Durnin, who also
coaches at Incamate Word, is working
on a master’s of arts degree in teaching
at Lindenwood University. She previ-
jously attended University of Wisconsin
- Parkside as an English major.

With all that is on her plate as a
coach and a student, Durnin said that
she can handle the responsibilities given
to her. .

“I'm running around. but you're
doing something that you love to do and
you make sacrifices,” Dumin said.
“This job’s a dream for me, especially
at 25, so it’s a great opportunity for me.
I’m not going to take it for granted, and

with a tie,” Shelton said. “We played
well defensively. We've been strug-
gling defensively, but Goose [Gustavo
Sita] in the back, Kyende [Bormentar],
Jake [Hopson], [Tim] Mosby, every-
body stepped up today. So, we're
happy with the defensive perfor-
mance.” :

Rivermen Head Coach Dan King
said that, although his team had great
scoring opportunities that did not come
to fruition, the team did exhibit a fine
work ethic.

*This team that I have is hardwork-
ing,” King said. “I think we came up
here to win and we had very good
chances to win. We had most of the
play, I think, in both overtimes. We had
outstanding chances. We justdidn’t fin-
ish'off our shots.”

King said that a scoreless game is
not uncommon when conference rivals
meet in the thick of a season.

-““The higher level you play, in the
standings, when you’re vying for a con-
ference championship like we are, the
games get tighter and tighter,” King
said. “You're going to see 2-1 games,
nothing-nothing games, closer to the
NCAA [tournament).”

The Rivermen suffered a minor set-
back on Oct. 8 as they took a 3-1 loss to
Rockhurst.  Senior Forward Jeff
Stegman, who was named this week’s
GLVC Player of the Week, scored his
ninth goal in that game. Stegman, who
has played in and started all nine games
for UM-St. Louis this season, has 3
assists, 21 points and a .450 shots per-
centage.

New softball coach

[I'll] give everything I've got, give 110
percent.”

Durnin is putting the same effort into
producing a winning team at UM-St.
Louis that she put in as a softball stand-
out for the Wisconsin-Parkside Rangers
in the late 1990s. Her experience with
the Rangers included her 1999 season
in which she hit .349 and was named
first-team all-conference. In 1997,
Dumin and the Rangers played in the
national championship game and were
defeated 2-1 by California University.

“That’s one of my goals,” Dumin
said. “That's what we're working
towards every year, to get that caliber of
ball.”

Durnin said that the Riverwomen
have the dedication necessary to
become a successful teamn.

“They have so much desire and it’s
50 hard to find girls that have that desire
to want to win, to want to play, to work
hard,” Dumnin said. “These girls have

Mike Sherwin/ The Current

Riverman Jim Reiter collides mid-air with an opponent. The
Rivermen tied Quincy 0-0 in double OT Friday evening.

pleased with UMSL

that and that’s the first part of the battle.
Once you have the desire, then every-
thing else is just going to come natural-
ly. Once you all can get in sync with
each other and work as a team. then
everything else is just going to fall into
place. Then you're going to end up in
that championship game thinking, ‘Oh
my God, how did we get here?™

In order to make it to the champi-
onship game, the Riverwomen have to
build a strong foundation. Dumin said
that, onge the season begins, her goal is
simple: beat the teamns to beat.

“Immediately, my goals are to beat
the top teams, like Northemn Kentucky,
SIUE, Lewis and come out a little bit
stronger in our conference than we have
been in the past,” Dumin said. “And
have fun out there and win.”

Pleased with her current lot in life,
Dumnin said that she made the right
decisions early on.

“To be honest, I'm really just

amazed that this position opened up,”
Dumin said. “T live ten minutes away.
I'm a local girl. Ilive here. I'm not mov-
ing. I don’t plan on moving. My fami-
ly’s here, and I'm really big on family. I
went away to college. I had my four
years, and in those four years you find
out what's impartant to you, and you
make decisions on that. I can’t say that
I knew what I wanted to do after four
years, but I knew I wanted to come
home.”

Durnin said that everything has def-
initely worked out for the better.

[ fell into the Incamate position,”
Durnin said. “T've been there for four
years, and I head coached my last two,
and I'm just kind of taking one day ata
time. This job opened up, and I thought,
you know, I'm just going to go for it. I
really don’t have anything to lose, so
thank God. They said ‘Hey, we're
going to give you a shot,” and here 1

Have you thought -
ahout the |

You chose to become a teacher to make

a difference in the lives of children.

‘But when you choose your first teaching
position, shouldn't it be one that can make
the difference of a lifetime for you?

We need you in California. It's easy to get here.
For more information, visit our
website at www.calteach.com or call

1-888-CalTeach (8ss8-225-8322).

California has just signed into law the largest education budget in the nation’s history,
and many of the dollars are earmarked for financial incentives to make it easier for
you to get here — and stay here. A variety of grants, bonuses, income tax credits and
home loan assistance programs are offered by districts looking for the best and
brightest teachers. ' -

| And inside the classroom, you'll receive outstanding support from state-funded
| - professional development programs.
Bring your teaching degree to California

Our commitment to education translates into real benefits for teachers: Starting salaries of
$34,000 to $44,000 for first year teachers; up to $19,000 in grants for education loans; no-money-
down mortgages with low interest rates; and other incentives for teachers in areas of high need.

CalTeach

Left Coast. Right Job

ncentives i

California?

California has more financial and
professional development incentives

than any other state to assist the starting
teacher in a new career.

Criminal
Evolution

BY MicaH L. IssiTT
Science Columnist

One of the most hotly debated
topics in scientific research is the
application of evolutionary princi-
ples to human behavior. Sometimes
labeled as “human sociobiology” or
“evolutionary psychology,” this
research attempts to determine the
evolutionary development and con-
sequences of human behavior.

Before we can say that a behavior
has “evolved,” we must determine
whether the behavior meets certain
important criteria. The behavior
must 1) be influenced by genes and
2) have an effect on the reproductive
success of individuals who perform
it.

It has been argued that every
human behavior from physical
attraction to clothing design has
been heavily influenced by evolu-
tion. This would mean that we have
genes that influence all of these var-
ied behaviors. Recently a number of
scientists have turned their attention
to what might be called the “dark
side” 'of human behavior. These
researchers are trying to determine
how behaviors like child abuse,
adultery, murder and rape have been
influenced by evolution.

Randy Thornhill from the
University of New Mexico in
Alberquerque and Craig Palmer
from the University of Colorado
have been researching the evolution-
ary origins of rape for over forty
years, culminating in the publication
of a book entitled “A Natural
History of Rape” in late 2000.

Thornhill and Palmer have
reviewed patterns of sexual coercion
in many different animals, explored
anthropological patterns of rape and
current statistics on rape treatment,
and have determined that rape is an
evolved sexual strategy in human
males. They contend that, during the
course of evolution, organisms that
committed rape enjoyed a signifi-
cant gain in reproductive success,
causing the trait to be passed on.

The researchers cite principles
from many disciplines to support
their case. They contend that most
rape victims are of childbearing age,
suggesting that rape is, at least sub-
consciously, motivated by the desire
to reproduce. They cite the fact that
rape occurs in a variety of animal
species, leading to the belief that
rape is a successful strategy in a
variety of mating systems.

Most surprisingly, Thornhill and
Palmer suggest that rape victims suf-
fer less emotional distress when the
rape is more violent, and that mar-
ried women and women of child-
bearing age suffer more emotional
distress than children or women that
are post-menopausal. This evidence,
they contend, shows that the emo-
tional distress caysed by rape is pri-
marily due to the perceived threat of
impregnation in the eyes of the
female’s mate. They add to this the
fact that in many cultures rape is
treated as a crime against the vic-
tim’s husband.

Despite Thomnbhill and Palmer’s
thorough argument, their exposition
contains omissions that have attract-
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ed harsh criticism from fellow evo-
lutionary biologists. :
Zulema Tang-Martinez of UM-
St. Louis has been one of the most
outspoken critics of Thomnhill and
Palmer’s research. Tang-Martinez
calls attention to the fact that no
study to date has demonstrated a
genetic basis for rape in humans or
in any other species that Thomhill
and Palmer use as an example. In
addition, Tang-Martinez  cites
research indicating that, as a strate-
gy, rape or “forced copulation,” as it
is sometimes called, provides a very
low level of reproductive success,
and that there is little empirical data
to support the reproductive motiva-
tion for rape. i
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It has been argued
that every human
behavior from physi-
cal attraction to
clothing design has
been heavily influ-
enced by evolution.

3

Mindy Mechanic, who works
with rape victims at the UM-St
Louis Rape Crisis Center, helped
Tang-Martinez prepare a rebuttal to
Thornhill and Palmer, which was
published in the May/June 2000
issue of “The Sciences.” Mechanic
takes issue with Palmer and
Thombhill’s claims about “emotional
distress™ as they relate to reproduc-
tive age. Mechanic’s work with vic-
tims of rape suggests that victims of
violent rape do tend to suffer equal
or greater levels:of emotional dis-
tress. In addition, Mechanic has
been.unable to find any evidence
that pre-reproductive age victims or
post-menopausal victims suffer less
emotional turmoil from rape.

Mechanic and Tang-Martinez
also question Thornhill and Palmer’s
use of statistics. Thornhill and
Palmer indicate that rapes of young
girls are unimportant to analyze,
apparently because they are rare, but
even the statistics that Thornhill and
Palmer themselves cite hold that
approximately 1/3 of rape victims.
are under the age of 11.

Mechanic and Tang-Martinez
also criticize the authors’ inability to
satisfactorily explain instances of
rape in which the offender uses con-
traception, or anal or oral penetra-
tion, which seem unlikely to be
motivated by the desire to repro-
duce.

After an investigation of Tang-
Martinez and Mechanic’s criticisms,
the reader may be left wondering
what, if anything, Thornhill and
Palmer’s research suggests.

This scientific investigation of
rape attempts to analyze with preci-
sion an issue that is deeply entwined
with the emotional turmoil that sur-
rounds it. Whatever the potential
truth  behind this evolutionary
hypothesis, it seems impossible, at
this point, to separate the genetic
influence or the reproductive benefit
from the damaging psychological
and emotional frauma that rapists
inflict on their victims. In the future,
additional research may surface that
supports the idea of rape as an
‘evolved strategy. But for now,
research may not be substantial
enough to warrant a reclassification
of rape from a crime of subjugation
and violence to arelic of a once-ben-
eficial evolutionary strategy that is
simply out of place in modern life.

{636)724-1200

(636)946-4900

(After Hours: 1-800-550-4900)

www.birthrightstlouis.org
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Explore your town Monda Noon Series
ennches UMSL community

BY MiICHELLE ELKINS
Staff Writer

Feeling bored? No one says it bet-
ter than Cedric the Entertainer when he
says, “‘check out your own backyard.”
With the help of Student Activities and
the University Program Board,
Experience St. Louis was born. A wide
variety of cultural, athletic, social and
recreational events make up its list of
traditional St. Louis activities.

Created for UM-St. Louis students
to experience activities outside of cam-
pus, Experience St. Louis is packed
with great fun at an affordable price.
Activities and events range from an
evening at the Fabulous Fox to a trip to
the eclectic U City Loop. Over the hol-
idays, hayrides, apple picking and the
Nutcracker Suite -provide an opportu-
nity to participate in traditional activi-
ties.

This year, the agenda started out
with a visit to the Delmar Loop on
September 20. Students rode the free
shuttle from campus to the Loop in
University City, an area filled with
restaurants, shops and nightspots,

along with the magnificent Tivoli
Theater. After an evening of fun, stu-
dents returned by shuttle to the cam-
pus. The next activity scheduled was a
St. Louis favorite, a day of apple pick-
ing at Eckert’s Farm on Saturday,
October 12. With a cost of $.59 per
pound of apples picked being the only
expense, students could not afford to
miss the chance to get some farm
fresh, sweet ripe apples to kick off the
fall season. :

The next event on the schedule is
Horseback Riding 101 at Babler Park.
This would be a great way to see fall
foliage in a beautiful park. The horse-
back riding experience, tailored to
beginners, starts Saturday, October 19,
when the bus leaves campus at 8:30
a.m. The $10 fee includes the bus ride,
price of horseback riding and lunch.
The bus returns to campus at 1:00 PM.
Students can sign up at the Student
Life office. However, it is too late to
sign up for Experience St. Louis’ fol-
lowing activity, a trip on October 25 to
the Fox Theater to see “West Side
Story.” as the event is already sold out.
Watch for this one next year; the uni-
versity always sponsors a fall trip to

the Fox. But be wamed, tickets nor-
mally sell out shortly after the
University Programming Board
announces the event. ;

On Saturday, October 26, students
can really get into the spirit of the sea-
son and spend an evening at Scream
World. For only $10, students get
transportation by bus and admission, a
good deal since having to pay the reg-
ular $32.50 is a scary thought. Sign up
early for this one; Halloween is big
around these parts. The October activ-
ities wrap up with the Great Skates
Roller Disco on Wednesday, October
30, with a shuttle departing campus at
8:45 p.m. The $5 fee covers trans-
portation and skates, but students have

to bring their own disco attire (you

know - gold chains, white bellbottom
suits, tight shiny shirts with pointy col-
lars).

There is more coming up in
November. Call the Student Life office
at 516-5291 for more information on

. any of these activities and keep check-

ing with The Current about upcoming
excursions. All work and no play
makes Jack (or Jackie) a dull, bored
student.
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BY KIMBERLY SILVER
Staff Writer

The Monday Noon Series is a 10-
year-old program at UM-St. Louis
that continues to bring culture, educa-
tion and the community together.
Every Monday, a different speaker or
group appears at the series, delivering
informative lectures, music, poetry
and more. There is no cost to attend.
Students, staff and members of the
general public get together every
week to enjoy the series. The
Monday Noon Series takes place on
Mondays from 12:15 p.m. to 1:15
p.m in the J.C. Penney Conference
Center,

The program is in full swing this
semester under the direction of
Coordinator Karen Lucas and Diane
Touliatos, director of the Center for
Humanities.

“One of our goals is to get people
in the St. Louis area together to see
all that UM-St. Louis has to offer,”
said coordinator Karen Lucas, “It's
not just an important campus activi-
ty...it’s essential for the growth of
the community at large.”

“What's great about the series is
you can stay as long as you like,”
Touliatos said. Students are urged to
stop in, grab some refreshments and
check out the program between class-
es. The program can serve as a fun
way to spend a lunch hour. In addi-
tion, students are presented with the
opportunity to meet different people.
The audience usually hangs around
for a few minutes afterwards to chat
about the lecture or performance.

“We hope that students will
become more aware of different
forms of entertainment.” Toulianto
said.

‘Toulianto encourages students to
try new things, like attending poetry
readings, jazz concerts and book
clubs, as alternative ways to occupy
free time.

This semester the series began
September 5th with “The Distant
Relatives of Johnny Naugahyde.”
The speaker, Mark Spencer, creative-
ly gave a visual narrative of an imag-
inary family from the mid-nineteenth
century to the present.

Since then, speakers and perform-

ers have included UM-St. Louis
History professor Louis Geretesis,
The Fred Thompkins Poetry and
Music Ensemble and the Arianna
String Quartet.

On the horizon, “Patterns of
Communication: An Artist’s Slide
Talk,” will be held on October 14.
Barry Blinderman, director of
University Galleries, lllinois State
University will discuss Susan Giles
‘sand Jeff Barry’s artwork, displayed
in Gallery 210.

On October 21, Gerda W. Ray,
professor of history at UM-St. Louis
will discuss the impact of September
11, on the governmental powers in a
series  called “Secrecy and
Democracy.” Ray will explain how
the government undermined citizens’
right to know what is happening in
their country even before September
11. She will cover recent history and

Compositions: A

&€

Sonata in
Symphonic  Clothing?”  James
Richards, professor of music, pre-
sents orchestrations of Mussorgsky’s
“Pictures,” Handel’s “Messiah” and
Anton Webern's orchestral setting to
illustrate his idea of “recycled com-
positions.”

International relations and art fin-
ish out the semester’s offerings. On'
November 18, *“Cuba’s Future, Marx:
or Wal-Mart? — A Slide Talk” will be
presented by Don Phares, a professor
of economics and public policy.
Phares has visited Cuba twice in the
last three years and will discuss the
possible social and economic future
of Cuba and the United States’ rela-
tionship with the island nation. :

On November 25, the series con-
cludes for the semester with “Putting
Mosaics Back Together: Undoing
Nineteenth Century Restorations of

It’s not just an important
campus activity...it’s essen-
tial for the growth of the
community at large.

events, including the weakening of

. the Freedom of Information Act.

On October 28, the topic will be
“Women Artists of St. Louis: Past
and Present,” presented by Karen
McCoskey Goering, a representative
from the Missouri Historical Society,
Joan Hall, a contemporary woman
artist, and Nancy Kranzberg, a col-
lector and patron of the arts.

The series returns to politics with *

“Election 2002" on November 4,
when E. Terrance Jones, professor of
political science at UM-St. Louis dis-
cusses how the election outcomes
might affect St. Louis and gives an
analysis of the campaigns.

On November 11, the series
returns to music with “Recycled

b b/

- Karen Lucas

“The Last Judgment’ at Torcello.”
Archaeologist and art historian Irina
Andreescu-Treadgold discusses her
research of the changes made to “The
Last Judgement” during early
restoration attempts.

UM-St. Louis isn’t alone in spon-
soring the Monday Noon Series.
Financial assistance, for the cultural
series has also been provided by the
Arts & Education Council, the
Regional Arts Commission of Saint
Louis and the Missouri Arts Council.
For further information about ' the
series, contact the Center for
Humanities by email at
cenhumn@umsl.edu  or  visit
http://www.umsl.edu/~cth online.

Why is it so hard for a 30-year-old

to think ahout retirement? when youre young, retirement
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melting polar ice caps and dishpan hands. And that's completely understandable.

But by planning early and sticking to that plan, you can increase the money you'll

have to enjoy retirement, and potentially decrease the years you'll spend working.

We offer a range of different options, including tax-deferred retirement plans,

SRAs, and IRAs, all with low expenses. Now that's something to fall in love with.

Log on for ideas, advice, and results. TIAA-CREF.org or call (800) 842-2776
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There is a nation full of
ghosts in ‘Haunted Places’

Abraham Lincoln, his son Willie !
Lincoln, Andrew Jackson, Dolley

BY JoaN HENRY
Senior Writer

The University of Missouri-
{ansas City is supposedly haunted.
[he footsteps and presence of a
voman who died in the arms of the
tage manager of the Playhouse in

1957 has been felt on the stage for
many years. At least, that’s the story
in “Haunted Places: The National
Directory.” -

St. Louis has its own section of six
haunted spots, including the Lemp
Mansion and V.I.P. Graphics in the
Central West End, but “Haunted

Mike Sherwin and Shannon Hoppe 7w Curmont

host stories are closer than you think. Find “Haunted Places” at

our local bookseller.

Places” doesn't list this campus as
having any paranormal visitors.
Bridgeton, though, has the Payne-
Gentry House, which is home to as
many as twenty three spirits, while
Florissant’s McCluer North Senior
High School has reports of ghosts
dressed in early 19th century cloth-
ing.
“Haunted Places” is a directory of
“ghostly abodes, sacred sites, UFO
landings, and other supernatural loca-
tions” of the entire United States, bro-
ken down by state and then by city.
Each site has its own story of the spir-
it or spirits, monsters or UFOs who
reside there, and some have pictures.
The book also provides directions to
and contact information for public
places for those willing to risk a

_ghostly encounter.

The ghost stories themselves can
be tame, such as the ghost of Rose
Mataz, an immoral, flamboyant
young woman who haunts her old
cell at the Old Vidalia Jail in Vidalia,
Mississippi. She was sentenced to the
jail for attempted robbery in 1879 and
is sometimes seen in a red gown
standing in a corner, humming and
cleaning her fingemails.

Some stories are more disturbing,
The Tiedemann Castle in Cleveland,
Ohio has doors that explode off their
hinges, chandeliers that spin, foggy
mirrors and lights that go on and off
for no redson. Those in residence can
hear crying babies or trampling
sounds and see clouds drift down
hallways. Sometimes, a woman in
black can be seen staring out of a tiny
window in the tower. Many visitors
have refused to enter the house again.

Hollywood and New York City
have several celebrity ghosts includ-
ing Sam Wamer, a somber Ozzie
Nelson, John Lennon and Rudolph
Valentino, whose ghost got into bed
with an actress in the Valentino Place.
The actress fainted when she saw him
and woke to find the bed sheets
strewn around the room.

Washington DC has its share of
presidential ghosts. At St. John's
Church, six “great Washingtonians™
appear at midnight in the Pew of
Presidents whenever a  great
American leader dies. Ghosts at the
‘White House include Abigail Adams,

Gel out
those cosfumes?

ANNUAL COSTUME CONTEST
‘Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 31 @ THE PILOT HOUSE

Madison and a British soldier who, it
is believed., was involved in setting
fire to the White House in 1814.

“Haunted Places™ also lists haunt-

ed highways. Motorists driving down
Highway 1l in Decatur, Alabama

might see the ghost of a young man |
flagging down a ride. In Greensboro, |

‘North Carolina, Lydia, a ghost in a

white evening gown, flags down dri-

vers for a ride to High Point on the |
Highway 70 underpass. She disap- |

pears close to her destination.
Highway 666 in Shiprock, New

Mexico, is known as the “Highway to
Hell.” A ghost car and a mad trucker |

run vehicles off the road. Packs of
demon dogs shred tires with their
teeth and attack those who pull off
the road. A frail girl in white some-

times appears. Large numbers of |

dead bodies are dumped on this high-

way, and it has a very high accident
rate.

Devil’s Promenade in Joplin,
Missouri. is one corner in the
Spooksville Triangle. The road is
haunted by a ball of orange light that
has entered cars and buses but avoids
those chasing it. The cause of the
light has not been identified. The
other two comners of the triangle are
Miami. Oklahoma and Columbus,
Kansas, who have their own lights.

More ghost stories and pictures
can be found at
www.prarieghosts.com.
Prarieghosts.com includes ghost and
light pictures, as well as the stories
behind the pictures. The website also
includes instructions on how to tell if
a ghost photo is real, fake or just an
obstruction of light. It also offers
information for those intereSted in
ghost hunting, such as why digital
cameras are less useful than 35mm
cameras. To get to the ghost stories,

- surfers must scroll past long lists of

books about ghosts and other related
subjects, including “*Haunted Places.”

Some of the stories in “Haunted
Places™ are at prarieghosts.com, but
the website is slightly harder to navi-
gate than the book and focuses main-
ly on Missouri and [llinois instead of
the entire United States.

| message in
there,” Mo-Shay €€
said.
Curry threw
out statistics Records show that

PROVINCIAL, from page 3

What is now UM-St..Louis” Music
Building used to be a living room area
for the sisters. Group meetings, cele-
brations, and funeral wakes were held
there.

Another lesser known part of the
Provincial House is the underground
tunnel system. A boiler house used to
heat both the Provincial House and St.
Vincent’s Sanitarium. The connecting
pipes ran through these tunnels. The
tunnels ran from St. Vincent's to what
we know today as the Marillac
Optometry Center. Part of the system
was filled with concrete, so presently
the underground tunnels only run from
Seton Hall to the Optometry Clinic.

Provincial House also holds a
chapel. The chapel used to be elabo-
rately decorated, but in 1969 it was

remodeled for a simpler look. The

chapel was used for mass in earlier
days. but now it is only used for wed-
dings and concerts.

From its early roots with the Sisters
of Charity to its present day residential
use. Provincial House holds quite a bit
of history. Countless numbers of peo-
ple lived, worked, and served the com-
munity there, and over 200 sisters died
in the Provincial House.

As Sister Genevieve points out,
“You're well looked over here.”

MiNnoRrITY VOTING, from page 1

She used the government’s
Truth.com campaign—an anti-tobacco
campaign targeted at youth that expos-
es true statistics of death rates and bod-
ily harms of smoking—as an example of
something that grabs people and makes
them think. “There should be some-
thing like that for voting. We've got to
find a way to make this interesting, add
some shock value to make people wake
up, then throw the

law. Missouri is one of the states that
has a law allowing former felons to get
their voting rights back once they’ve
served their time.

Panelist Rufus Tate, an attorney for
the St. Louis Board of Election
Commissioners, and Christmas urged
audience members to be mindful of
new laws being enacted before going to
the upcoming Nov. 5 elections. One-

new law requires that
voters bring an ID to

about US. laws
that bar convicted
felons from vot-
ing, which
amounts  tol.4
million black
males. “There are
former felons
who have served
all of their time

13 percent of
African-American
men are barred from
voting; and in the
south, 30 percent
cannot vote.

the polls. I guaran-
tee you a lot of peo-
ple are not going to
have the proper ID
when they get to the
polls,” said
Christmas.

“The new trick is
provisional voting.
They're going to start
pushing it real hard in
late October. It is for
people who show up

that are still not

allowed to vote in

many  states,”

Curry said, before giving the meeting to
the floor for audience comments and
questions. Records show that 13 per-
cent of African-American men are
barred from voting: and in the South, 30
percent cannot vote, according lo
ACLU statistics. *“That is one of the
leading problems facing black voters in
many states an ACLU representative in
the audience addressed the issue of the
disenfranchisement laws. He gave
information on the “Getting The Voie
Back™ program, a new campaign
launched a month ago designed to iden-
tify and get the information to those
700,000 former felons in the state of
Missouri who have the right to vote by

3

at the polling place,
and their names not
on the roster, and
they call down to the
Board of Elections wherever you live
and they say “We don’t have you on the
rolls’ and then they 'l offer you this pro-
visional ballot. The trck is the provi-
sional ballot is only for statewide feder-
al issues. So this election you're not
affecting who the mavor [will be] or
anything that has to do with St. Louis
you will not get a chance to vote for.”
Tate urges everyone to contact the city’s
Board of Elections. “Do not rely on
provisional voting, because you'll miss
the whole point.” he said.

Buford urged everyone to bring
someone along with them to the polls.
“Take a friend: if everyone took one,
we'd double our vote,” he said.

BEFORE YOU DIE,
YOU SEE
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Help Wanted

Sports Officials

SPORTS OFFICIALS needed for
intramural flag football, soccer,
floor hockey & volleyball this
semester. Afternoon and evening
games. Pays $7.50/game:
Knowledge of and interest in the
sport is required. Apply in the
Rec Sports Office, 203 MT or call
516-5326 for more info.

LIFEGUARDS

CERTIFIED LIFEGUARDS

needed for UMSL Indoor
Swimming Pool this Fall.
Afternoon, evening & weekend
hours available. Pay is $6.15 per
hour. Apply in the Rec Sports
Office, 203 Mark Twain.

Call 516-5326 for more info.

YMCA Child Care

Add experience to your resume!
Now hiring Site Dir. & Site Asst.
South County & Jefferson County
areas. M-F, 15-34 hrs./wk.
Competitive wages, Benefits,
flexible hours. GREAT hands on
exp. EOE M/F/D/V.

Call (314) 849-4668 x248.

Part-time office work in
Kirkwood insurance office.
Insurance experience helpful but
not required, $8.00/hr-no
evening or weekend hours. Call
314-821-0308 or 314-821-1956.

Maxe $320 per WEEK!
Sunchase Ski & Beach

Breaks

Sales Rep. positions available now.
Largest commissions. Travel Free!
1-800-SUNCHASE
www.sunchase.com

Spring Break 2003 with STS
America’s #1 Student Tour
Operator, Sell Trips, Earn Cash
Travel Free, Information/
Reservations Call 1-800-648-4849
or visit www.ststravel.com.

Looking for other ex-prob-
lem drinkers to share wisdom,
strength and hope and establish
an AA meeting on campus. If
interested please call Sean S. at
636-925-0501.

Pool table for sale

In mint condition and just a year
old. Includes two cue sticks, two
chalk cubes, rack, brush, manual,
and balls. Will take $200 or best
offer. Call Britany at 223-7525.

A#1 Spring Break

Look no further!! It’s FREE in
2003. 2 Free trips/ free parties
w/ MTV. Free meals/free drinks.
Hottest destinations. Hottest
Parties. Caribbean, Mexico,
Florida, Padre. Most reliable com-
pany. Lowest price guarantee!!
www.sunsplashtours.com 1-800-
426-7710.

2000 Jeep Wrangler Sport
4.0L 6 cyl - MPI Alarm, sound sys-
tem, cd player, soft top, custom
bumpers, custom side steps.
Good condition. 314-576-5445.

Like to Bowi?

Join our Intramural League

(Sept. 11 - Nov. 20) Wednesdays 3
p.m. - 4:30 p.m. at North Oaks
Bowl. Only $1.25/week for 3
games. 2 guys and/or gals per
team. Register in the Rec Office
203 Mark Twain by Sept. 11.

National Day Against
Police Brutality

The Coalition Against Police
Crimes and Repression is sponsor-
ing a March & Rally at 4 p.m. on
Tuesday, October 22 at Tucker
Blvd. & Park. March will proceed
from 12th Street to Police
Headquarters, City Hall and end
at the Convention Center.
Speakers will include family
members of victims of police ter-
ror, community leaders and oth-
ers. For more information, call

UM-St. Louis students, faculty and staff:
Classifieds are FREE!!

Otherwise, classified advertising is §10 for 40 words or fewer in straight text format. Bold and CAP'S letters are free.
All classifieds must be prepaid by check, noney order or credit card. Deadline is 3 p.m. on the Thursday prior 1o publica-

tion.

Roommate Wanted

Non-Smoking, Female wanted to

share three-bedroom house in Old
Town Ferguson. Safe neighbor-
hood only three miles from UMSL
campus. Please call Paula

(314) 503-2212.

Roommate wanted for nice
house in St. Ann (close to cam-
pus). You get two rooms w/pri-
vate bath. Washer/dryer in base-
ment. Utilities incl. $400/
month. Call Scott. 314-733-0948.

Apartment for sublease
3BD/2B apt. available for sub-
lease in January. Located at
Lindbergh and Olive Blvd.
Swimming pools (indoor and out-
door), hot tub, exercise
machines, laundry facilities,
storage, small balcony :
$900/month plus $50-575 utili-
ties. Call (314) 994-3224.

Truck for sale. 1996, half-
ton 4x4 Dodge Ram. Standard
5-speed transmition, V8, elec-
tronic locks and windows, tilt
steering, cruise control, cd play-
er, running board, hitch receiver,
4 new tires. 124,800 miles.
$9,000. Contact Michele at (636)
239-1111 at ext. 209.

1991 Honda Accord $1200
or B.O. One owner, 2DR, 4 cyl,
5-speed manual, maintenance
records available, some body
damage, high miles. Can be seen
close to campus. 452-2729.

88 Mazda, 125,000 miles, 4
door, red, sunroof, cd player,
excellent condition. Call 314-
540-3586. $1,800.

91 Red Lumina 3.1, V-6, 4-
dr, 140k, auto, rebuilt 10k ago,
cold A/C, alloy whls, PL/PW,
runs/looks good, few flaws, want
$1500. Contact Jim at
jimtheclarkster@hotmail.com or
314-365-1274,

89’ Buick Lesabre, LTD. 4-
door, automatic, clean and good
condition, power everything, air,
104k, fairly new tires, well taken
care of and nice. $1500.

Call 314-830-4653 for info.

2000 Hyundai Elantra, 4-

door, charcoal grey, automatic,
PL, PS, anti lock brakes, great air
conditioning, moon roof, 39,XXX
miles, looks and runs great! Only
$7,995. Reply to casml@earth-
link.net.

96 Navy blue camaro, V6
3.8 Liter, Automatic, Rear Wheel
Drive, Air Conditioning, Power
Steering, Power Windows, Power

~Door Locks, Tilt Wheel, Cruise

Control, AM/FM stereo, compact
disc system, CD Changer/Stacker,
Dual Front Airbags, ABS (4-
wheel), inside black leather,
power seat, t-bar roof. Inside &
outside excellent condition, four
new tires, excellent mechanical
and clean engine. $8,900. Call
603-1545.

1994 Toyota Tercel, $1999!!
149,xx miles. Radio cassette,
2dr, blue, 4-speed manual, new
starter, new brakes. Runs & looks
great, clean. Call Thebe @ 314-
729-7226/page 424-0936.

Prime Real Estate for Sale

Don’t waste your money and time
on ads that don’'t work. Call
(314) 516-5316 to place your
display ad in The Current today.

***ACT NOW!

Guarantee the best spring break
prices! South Padre, Cancun,
Jamaica, Bahamas, Acapulco,
Florida & Mardi Gras. TRAVEL

FREE, Reps Needed, EARNSS$S.

Group Discounts for 6+.
1-888-THINK SUN
(1-888-844-6578 dept 2626)/
www.springbreakdiscounts.com

YOU CANT BLAME YOLRSELF
FOR THIS KIND OF THING
THOUGH, JUST REMEMBER
THAT [TISNT YOUR FALLT, OKAY?

(314)
516-5316

il EDDE, | WAS JUST
| CHANGING THE MESSAGE ON MY
VOKEMAL SERVICE.

| SORRY, 1 DDN'T REALIZE YOU |
WERE ON THE PHONE.

WINTER & SPRING I Look, TRY NoT TO Too
BREAK | MUCH ABOUT THIS ALRIGHT ?
HOPEFULLY WE'LL RE ARLE TO

Panama C « South Padre Island « Vail

na Beachs Breckenridge

1.800.SUNCHASE
www.sunchase.com..

Bartender Trainees

Needed

$250 a day potential
Local Positions
1-800-293-3985 ext. 144

when you can gear up for
signing up, that's mLife

Buy a phone and a qualified AT&T Wireless Calling Plan for $39.99 or more a month and
get Unlimited Night & Weekend minutes for life} 400 Anytime Minutes, and your choice of
free gear. From fresh styles to the latest tech gadgets, choose from Levi's jeans, DVDs,
Loews movie passes, CD players and more — just for signing up! Check out all the stuff at

attwireless.com/gear.
*Unlimited Night and Weekend minutes available with a two-year ccntract for as long as you remain on the same plan.

.+ Vvisit attwireless.com/gear

welcometo life.

% ATeT Wireless

Important Information

©2002 ATET Wireless. All Rights Reserved. Requires purchase of a new phone and new activation on a qualified plan after August 1, 2002, credit approval, a $36 Activation Fee,
one or two-ytar agreement, and up to a $175 cancellation fee. Participants must be at least I8 years old. enrolied in a two- or fouryear college, 2nd have a valid e-mail address
and Intermet access. Program available only o s that activate service at attwireless.com or at pardcipating ATAT Wireless Stores or Authorized Dealers in select
citles, Offer avaifable for a limited time. Participants must remain on service for at least 30 days after activation in order 1o receive choice of gear. Complete Guidelines and
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Top Ten [ssues
Facing
Student Voters

* The future of the U.S. Supreme Court
* 55¢ tobacco tax increase
* Control of the Missouri General Assembly
* “Home Rule” for the City of St. Louis
 Control of the U.S. Senate
* Education
* The war against Iraq
* A student vote on the UM Board of Curators
* Your money (the budget)

' FIND OUT WHATIS
AT STAKE FOR YOU

Come to the Student Government Chamber on the
third floor of the Millennium Student Center
- Wednesday, October 16 at Noon

Sponsored by the Student Government Association and the Public Policy Research Center.
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